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You may think these two professionals are similar... 
but the guy on the left doesn't offer a 3-year warranty on parts. 


Skilled hands, a sharp mind, and years of training. A lot goes into being a qualified Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley technician, but then few jobs are more important than maintaining the health of the 
world's finest motor cars. 

There's only one place in Sydney where you'll find the capabilities of qualified Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley technicians, York Motors. So sure are we of our staff's expertise, that we gladly offer a 


three-year warranty on parts and labour, and a remarkable five-year warranty on exhaust system 


parts and labour for Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars dating from 1956. 


Whether your Rolls-Royce or Bentley needs complex repairs, or just a simple government check, 


a Kathiorised inspection Station nobody else in Sydney offers the service, the confidence, 
Safety Inspection Report 
y P P or the warranty coverage of York Motors. 
me | 
YORK MOTORS SERVICE and PARTS PARTS Bim 2 
Distributor for Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars ORK ¢ S 
137-157 Bourke Street, East Sydney oe 
@ Service (02) 357 4222 Chris Ikin or Warrick Booth YEAR Company ~ 
e Parts (02) 326 9595 Tom Small WARRAN “Geran § 
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The Wholly Ghost Tour to Australia’s Red Centre, like the entire Australian Wholly Ghost 
Tour concept, was the brainchild of Keith and Kerry Wherry, who having thought of the 
idea then tirelessly and efficiently went about organising it. Certainly one of the biggest 
and most complex undertakings ever by the R.R.O.C. of Australia, its success will become 
obvious when you peruse the written and photographic coverage in this issue. Entirely 
appropriately, Brian Jenkins’ front cover picture shows Keith Wherry’'s 1912 Silver Ghost 
(2133). The handsome torpedo tourer coachwork, in characteristic London-Edinburgh 
style, was built by the late George Williams and is a faithful replica of the Barker original. 


From the Editor 


Errors 


The last issue was produced so 
hurriedly following two months away in 
the U.K. that more than the usual number 
oferrors creptin. | leave you to spot these 
yourself except that an apology is per- 
haps due to Jim Kelso, who contrary to 
the impression created on p.2779 has 
not changed his name to Kim! On the 
same page, the coachwork fitted to 
Twenty Horsepower 74A8 is wrongly 
attributed to Barker. | am reliably in- 
formed that in fact it was built in relatively 
recent times, in Barker barrel-sided style. 


Stolen mascot 


A.C.T. Branch member Pat Brassil 
drove his Silver Ghost (48RM) home 
from the Wollongong Federal Rally sans 
mascot atter his nice original Spirit of 
Ecstasy was stolen from the car in the 
undergound car park of the Rally head- 
quarters hotel. 

Obviously Pat would be most 
appreciative of any information leading to 
the recovery of his mascot, which he 
says he can identify quite readily. 


Mystery cars 


The ‘Mystery Cars’ that | include from 
time to time have been too easy to iden- 
tify in the past, though it seems that the 
Twenty Horsepower in P.2-96, p.2710 
has us all stumped! 


2796 


1956 Bentley S1 (B135BC) owned by your Editor in England, then to Melbourne, photographed 
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in the outskirts of Bristol in winter, 1973. Does any member know its present whereabouts? 


However, John Bennett (N.S.W.) was 
able to identify the owner of Silver Wraith 
WYA48 on p.2779 of the last issue as 
Bob Green (N.S.W.). Thank you John. 


Where is it now? 


When Manuela and | were living in 
England in 1972-3 we owned a 1956 
Bentley S1 (B135BC) which served as 
daily transport while we were there. And 
very comfortable, reliable, and relatively 


Ted Hudson wrote to express his disappointment that no photo of this year’s E.J. Vidler Shield 
winner, 1927 20 h.p. GAJ32, was included in P.4-96, and sent this one to rectify the situation. 
GAJ32, which has attractive Reliant Motor Bodies coachwork, was purchased by Ted from the 
chauffeur of the original owner, Mrs Carter of Moss Vale. He recently sold it to Martin McCarthy. 
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economical transport it was, too. On atrip 
from Bristol to Plymouth and back in 
Easter ’73 | was startled to find that we 
averaged 20 miles per gallon of the 
lowest grade (‘2-star’) petrol, travelling 
on the old A38 road long before the 
advent of the M5 made motoring into 
Devon the quick and easy experience it 
is today, and with a diversion over the 
difficult terrain of Dartmoor to boot. Since 
then, | have heard of people bettering this 
figure in these six cylinder cars by fitting 
such modern performance aids as elect- 
ronic ignition. But | digress. 

When we returned to Australia in 
1973, B135BC came too. It went to anew 
owner in Melbourne, but | haven’t seen 
or heard of it since. If any member is 
aware of the ultimate fate of this Sand 
over Sable S1, for nostalgia’s sake your 
Editor would be interested to know. 


New Springfield cars 


In a most ingenious initiative, the 
Company is giving its U.S. sales a boost 
with a range of Springfield Edition Silver 
Spur cars to commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the establishment of the 
Springfield, Massachusetts factory. This 
was set up to build Silver Ghost and, 
later, Phantom | chassis for the American 
market. 

Springfield-built chassis were almost 
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Piping on head restraint 
Contrasting seat piping 
Chesterfield style 
buttoning 


Piping around door 


inlay panel 


Buttoned scatter cushions and central armrest 


Silver Spur Springfield Edition upholstery in buttoned ‘Chesterfield’ style, like that of many of the original Springfield cars. 


invariably bodied by American coach- 
builders who in the main built very strong 
and distinctively styled coachwork. Be- 
cause Americans were not accustomed 
to ordering a chassis then waiting for 
coachwork to be built, Springfield set up 
a coachbuilding operation, Rolls-Royce 
Custom Coach Works, to produce a 
standard range of bodies. RRCCW did 
not actually build the bodies. This work 
was contracted out to various estab- 
lished coachbuilders, who built bodies to 
RRCCW designs. A further range of 
standardised bodies was offered by 
Brewster. Each of the standard designs 
had a distinctive name, such as Henley, 
Pall Mall, and Oxford. Springfield never 
built a Phantom II due to the prohibitive 
cost of tooling up for the change of 
model. Once the Depression hit, and with 
an obsolete model still in production, 
Springfield was doomed. 

The new 75th Anniversary Springfield 
Edition Silver Spur comes in a range of 
five colour schemes, all two-tone. Each 
is designated by one of the old distinctive 
Springfield coachwork names — Canter- 
bury, Pickwick, Mayfair, Stratford and 
Buckingham. The interiors are very inter- 
esting indeed, reflecting the traditional 
‘Chesterfield’-style buttoned upholstery 
that characterised many of the American 
coachwork styles of the Springfield era. 
The interior woodwork is carried out in 
Madrona veneer with Cherry crossband- 
ing and the instruments are surrounded 
by chrome bezels. 

In honour of this special edition car, 
the R.R.O.C. Foundation in the United 
States has struck a commemorative key 
chain medallion following the tradition 
originally instituted at the Springfield 


works. As each car is sold, the Company 
notifies the Foundation of the owner's 
name and address and the car's chassis 
number. Two medallions are then 
engraved with the chassis number and 
sent to the owner with the Foundation’s 
compliments along with a letter of con- 
gratulations. 


Conduit Street closure 


As briefly reported in the last issue, 
the Company's historic Conduit Street 
showroom has been closed. 

This building was apparently never 
owned by the Company, but has always 
been leased. The present day agree- 
ments with the dealerships also mean 
that cars could not be sold off the Conduit 
Street showroom floor, so its usefulness 
to the Company had become somewhat 
moot. 

The building’s owners are reported to 
be planning to re-develop it. However, as 
a Listed Building it cannot be demolished 
or changed significantly, so although we 
will no longer see gleaming new Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars on display there, 
the building will remain essentially as it 
was when Charles Rolls displayed his 
wares there, even before he met Henry 
Royce. For more on this, see p.2800. 


The first Rolls-Royce cars 


In Roger Thiedeman’s review of my 
latest book in the last issue he mentions 
that the first two Rolls-Royce cars shared 
the radiator design of the three pre- 
production Royce cars, rather than 
having the ‘palladian’ style radiator that 
we normally associate with the Rolls- 
Royce. 

This is but one of many remarkable 


‘new’ facts uncovered by Tom Clarke in 
his unrelenting research into the pre- 
Silver Ghost cars for The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce. This remarkable work, in 
two volumes, should be on every serious 
Rolls-Royce literature collector's book- 
shelf. itis rather expensive, but as Royce 
would say, “the quality remains after the 
price is forgotten”. 

There can be no doubt at all that Tom 
is the world's leading researcher into all 
aspects of early Rolls-Royce history. 
Without Tom’s painstaking work our 
knowledge of the early cars and the early 
histories of the Royce and Rolls-Royce 
Companies would be seriously the 


14-15 Conduit Street, London W. 1, soon after 
World War Il with a Silver Wraith and Bentley 
Mk VI parked in Mill Street and other cars in 
the showroom. See also p.2800, this issue. 


Illustrations courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Inc. 


Blast from the past from your Editor's camera, circa 1967 at Upper Beaconsfield, Victoria. The 


cars are, clockwise from bottom left: 44UK (lan Bennett), GWP36 (Robert Craig), GRK81 (Patrick 
Kane-White), SUJ100 (John Glover), B25CT (John Salter), SXA217 (Maisie Dodd). 


poorer. Credit for the discovery that the 
first two 10 h.p. Rolls-Royce cars had the 
Royce radiator design belongs firmly with 
him. 


Royce’s birthplace 

In the same book review, our reviewer 
credits me with revealing that the county 
of Royce’s birth was Cambridgeshire, 
contrary to previously published claims. 
| should clarify this by pointing out that 
the village of Alwalton, near Peter- 
borough, where Royce was born, is in the 
present day county of Cambridgeshire. 
My understanding is that at the time of 
Royce’s birth Alwalton was in the now 


non-existent county of Huntingdonshire. 

Over the centuries there have been 
many changes made to county bound- 
aries, but none so far-reaching as those 
that occurred in 1973, when a number of 
ancient counties such as Westmoreland, 
Middlesex, Rutland — and Huntingdon- 
shire — were arbitrarily abolished, while 
vacuously-named new counties, such as 
Avon, Cleveland and Humberside, were 
created for bureaucratic convenience. 
There was, and remains, considerable 
opposition to all this silliness, as wit- 
nessed by the fact that one still sees 
gestures of resistance such as roadside 
signs that read ‘Welcome to Middlesex’ 


Also taken by your Editor, a little later than the top picture, on another Victoria Branch event 
(exactly where and when? Can’t remember — kept no records!) On the left is the late Jack Vidler 
with ever-present pipe; on the right, Fred Engish with ever-present camera. 
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and the like. There has been some token 
restoration of the pre-1973 situation 
recently but this does not extend to 
reinstating Huntingdonshire, so Royce's 
birthplace is still in Cambridgeshire! 


Sir Frank Whittle 


Rolls-Royce and aviation enthusiasts 
would have been saddened to hear of the 
death in August of Sir Frank Whittle, in- 
ventor of the jet engine. 

Whittle first developed the jet engine 
concept as long ago as the late 1920s but 
the British government was slow to 
recognise its potential. Struggling on 
alone, Whittle was devastated to see the 
Germans, and then the Italians, take to 
the air in jet-powered aircraft ahead of 
the British Gloster-Whittle E28/39, which 
first flew on May 15th, 1941, powered by 
the Whittle W1 engine. 

The first operationally successful jet- 
engined fighter aircraft, the Gloster 
Meteor, appeared in 1944. It was 
powered by two Rolls-Royce Welland 
engines. Soon after, the British govern- 
ment again miscalculated by giving the 
Soviet Union a Rolls-Royce jet engine, 
enabling them to develop the MiG15. 

Sir Frank loved to travel by Concorde 
and was always allowed into the very 
cramped cockpit with the pilots. Self- 
evidently, his great invention has done 
more for the speed and ease of long 
distance travel than any other. He died in 
the United States aged 89. 


This issue 


This special issue is substantially 
given over to coverage of the Third 
Australian Wholly Ghost Tour, the sheer 
geographical logistics of which made it 
one of the most ambitious events ever 
held by this Club. The additional pages 
for this special issue, over and above a 
standard edition, have been funded by 
the Tour. 

Itis pleasing to be able to add that the 
Tour raised in excess of $30,000 for the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service. A wonderful 
effort for an extremely worthwhile cause. 

To maintain the usual variety we also 
have short articles by Tom Clarke on the 
Conduit Street closure, South Australian 
member Brian Price on his lovely Silver 
Shadow two-door saloon, and yours truly 
on the three coachwork designers seen 
in my last Editorial. 


Martin Bennett 
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From the Federal President 
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Welcome to this special souvenir edi- 
tion of PRAECLARUM featuring the 
recent exciting Wholly Ghost Tour to 
Outback Australia. From all reports this 
Tour was extremely successful and in- 
troduced a large part of the Australian 
continent to many people who otherwise 
might not have visited it. Many special 
overseas guests were also able to take 
part in the Tour and this was a wonderful 
opportunity for them to see part of this 
great land. 

| am sure that the participants in the 
recent Federal Rally in Wollongong 
would agree that it was a really great 
spectacle to see such a fine array of 
Silver Ghosts depart from in front of the 
lighthouse to begin the long haul to 
Central Australia. Whilst there are many 
people who would possibly baulk at 
taking a modern day car on such a jour- 
ney, the fact that so many Silver Ghosts 
completed the Tour with such ease just 
goes to show that we really do drive great 
motor cars. 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


The Trustees of the Foundation met 
for the inaugural meeting of the Found- 


ation in Sydney in August and David 
Jones (Vic.) was elected the first Chair- 
man. A very lengthy meeting followed 
and it is now certainly true to say that the 
Foundation is up and running. It is 
proposed that a Foundation Corner will 
become a feature of future issues of 
PRAECLARUM so that you will be kept 
up to date with this exciting venture. To 
reiterate, the Trustees of the Foundation 
are David Jones, Jim Kelso, Malcolm 
Johns and myself. 


1997 Federal Rally 


The 1997 Federal Rally is fast 
approaching. You will all have heard of 
the ambitious Overlander Tour being 
arranged by the New South Wales 
Branch, leaving from Sydney and taking 
a couple of weeks to drive across to 
Fremantle (see below). This would be a 
most interesting way to travel to the 
West, also seeing some more of the 
Australian Continent. Now is the time to 
start preparing your car for the 1997 
Federal Concours d'Elegance. | am sure 
that there will be a number of cars taken 
across by members for this great 
occasion. 

As | have said many times before, the 
Federal Rally is certainly a great event 


and the highlight of our Club calendar. | 
do encourage you to go over to Western 
Australia and enjoy the hospitality of the 
W.A. Branch at this great event. 


Martin Bennett — Author 


Our Editor, Martin Bennett, tells me 
that the first print run of his book Aolls- 
Royce and Bentley: the Crewe Years 
sold out within ten months and a second 
printing is now available. This has been 
a most successful book, crammed with 
information and great photographs. If 
you haven’t purchased a copy yet | would 
certainly recommend that you do so as it 
is an invaluable reference work which is 
well worth reading and re-reading. It has 
received very good reviews in many 
overseas Classic car magazines. 

Many years ago Martin wrote another 
book, Rolls-Royce: the History of the 
Car. Recently Martin's publisher re- 
quested that he update this book, long 
since out of print, so that it could be 
printed again, but Martin declined, opting 
instead to write an entirely new book. 
This has now been published under the 
slightly amended title Aolls-Royce & 
Bentley: the history of the cars and al- 
though I haven't personally read it yet | 
am hearing that it is again an excellent 
publication in truly Martin Bennett style. 


Happy Motoring, 
David Vann 


Coast-to-Coast Overlander to the 1997 Federal Rally 


Sydney March 22nd - Fremantle April 4th 


This is still on the boil! 


To ensure accommodation at all motels, we will need to have 
registrations by the end of the year! So here are a few things to 


think about: 


Think about taking passengers to share driving and fuel 
costs. Think about being a passenger if you don’t want to drive 


all the way. 


There will be a luggage van so don’t worry about fitting four 
people and their luggage into cars with limited boot capacity. 


remember that you will need to book your sleeper and car 


accommodation. 


We have information regarding procedures to enable cars on 


Victorian or N.S.W. Club Plates to drive on W.A. roads. We 


will circulate this at a later stage. 
Most importantly, think about coming with us and having a 


great time. When you decide to come, start early to check your 


If the cost of twelve nights’ accommodation at motels, plus 


meals, is a little daunting, there is on-site caravan or cabin 


Please contact: 


accommodation available in most of our stopping places. 


Returning: this is not arranged, partly because people will 
want to return at different times. You might like to talk amongst 
your friends to arrange company for at least some of the way 


back. 


If returning by train to Adelaide, Melbourne or Sydney, do 


Middle Cove, 
N.S.W. 2068 


car to ensure that it is ready to leave on March 22nd, and that it 
does not ‘fail to proceed’ on the way to W.A. or back. 


Lloyd & Shirley Missen, 
67 Rembrandt Drive, 


*Phone/FAX: 02-9958-2831 
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Tired of London, tired of life 


By Tom Clarke, U.K. 


Dr Johnson’s favourite aphorism seems 
at last to apply to Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd although, to be fair to the Company, 
the loss of its London sites usually came 
about through outside intervention. Sadly, 
the most famous address of all, 14-15 
Conduit Street, Mayfair, is no more. After 
almost 91 years the Company’s lease has 
not been renewed. 

I’ve lost count of the people I’ve met 
who delighted in the displays in that 
showroom, most memorably of the Silver 
Ghost AX-201. Others recalled entering 
this holiest of holies as boys in short 
trousers, not reaching the height of the 
radiators, and cadging a catalogue from a 
crusty but friendly assistant. Lifelong 
interests were established in this way. 
“Cor, there goes a Rolls-Royce” was a 
useful bit of free publicity from these 
happy youngsters. You could address an 
envelope from anywhere in the world to 
“Rolls-Royce, London”, and be sure it 
would arrive at Conduit Street. 

The Company’s first domicile was the 
Lillie Hall garage and depdt in Fulham 
taken by the Hon. C.S. Rolls in January 
1902. It was given up in 1968 for a road 
project next to the District Line railway 
but, in the way of these things, the project 
died. In 1991 Lillie Hall was demolished, 
in spite of its historic connections, by the 
owners of Earls Court Exhibition. Other 
smaller depots in Page Street, West- 
minster, and Nutford Place, Edgeware 
Road, also disappeared. A small garage in 
Barlow Place near Conduit Street was 
transferred to Jack Barclay Ltd in the 
1930s. The most famous depét was the 
Hythe Road, Willesden, service station 
opened in 1940. This was an enormous 
structure built by the Company with 
architectural echoes of the Derby commer- 
cial block and the then new Crewe 
building. Its entrance lobby had the 
restrained grandeur of an old hotel. Coach- 
building was later transferred here and 
servicing moved to nearby School Road, 
Acton. But when coachbuilding moved to 
Crewe in recent years servicing could not 
be moved back so Hythe Road was sold. 

C.S. Rolls’s first showroom was at 28 
Brook Street, Mayfair, rented in October 
1903 and dispensed with some time in 
1905. In December 1904 he and Claude 


Johnson took the lease on 14-15 Conduit 
Street, a very grand building and in keep- 
ing with Johnson’s spending habits. To 
mark this significant move in January 1905 
they issued a tiny catalogue of the Rolls- 
Royce range, emblazoned with the new 
address and the entwined Rs. Reprints of 
this are well known. 

Conduit Street became the Head Office 
of the Company and the Sales Department 
operated from here for about 50 years. 
Although Johnson, Lord Herbert Scott, 
Arthur Sidgreaves and other senior figures 
all spent time at Derby their main work was 
done in London. Conduit Street became 
the focus for a variety of tasks. All car 
orders were processed here and chassis 
records were kept, hence the sales cards 
and legendary guarantee books. This in- 
cluded sales by distributors (mainly 
coachbuilders) and direct at Conduit 
Street. Secondhand cars were taken in part 
exchange and diverted to Lillie Hall. A 
succession of “Trials” cars, i.e. demonstra- 
tion cars, were based at Conduit Street for 
Company drivers to use with prospective 
buyers and members of the “fourth estate”, 
the press. 

New models were tested in London 
conditions and sales staff played their part 
in commenting from a customer’s point of 
view. Perhaps most significant of these 
were Len Cox who worked at Conduit 
Street from 1905-45 and Percy Northey 
who was in charge of demonstrations. In 
due course the culture of the London Sales 
Department, known as ‘S’, grated on the 
engineers at Derby, partly because Sales 
were seen as responsible for abetting some 
bad customer choices, e.g. heavy bodies, 
and partly because the “feedback” they 
were getting from Sales was often of a 
trivial nature. After the last War the tide 
turned the other way and by the early 1970s 
Conduit Street was virtually just a 
showroom. Most of the upstairs offices had 
been let and, with the division of the 
Company into two in 1971, the aero side 
eventually moved to other premises. 

Ipersonally recall Conduit Street by the 
charming people who worked there and 
some of the showroom’s details. Roger 
Cra’ster, Frank Evershed, and Dennis 
Miller-Williams were of the old school, 
urbane exponents of everything Rolls- 
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Royce stands for. The oak panelling, a 
copy of McEvoy’s portrait of Johnson 
‘The Inverness Cape’, and one of the rare 
large showroom mascots all gave the 
interior a certain gravitas. And of course 
the occasional treat of the Company’s 
early cars on show. On the Mill Street side 
there was a car entrance which led directly 
into an intriguing water operated car lift. 
This has not worked for some years but it 
used to give sterling service. Cars could be 
taken into the basement, itself a dark world 
where until recently a considerable archive 
used to reside. 

Outside there has actually been consid- 
erable change. The entrance between the 
comer and No. 14 was removed to enlarge 
the window. The beautiful Edwardian 
lettering in the stone above the windows 
has also gone. When the Company 
renovated the showroom only a few years 
ago lighter stone was used everywhere. 
The old Company sign seen in pictures was 
also replaced. Every window on the upper 
storeys used to have gilded entwined Rs. It 
is not widely known that in the immediate 
pre-War years the Company took the 
showroom opposite, on the same side (No. 
16) for Bentleys and occasionally for aero 
engine displays. No. 16 was kept into the 
early 1950s. 

Socially Conduit Street is always 
linked with Verrey’s restaurant in Regent 
Street. This venerable institution enjoyed 
the Company’s patronage over a very long 
period and when the Company/Joint Clubs 
meetings were begun in 1969 Verrey’s 
naturally was chosen for dinner after busi- 
ness was concluded. But it too is no more. 
Perhaps it is unusual for a manufacturer to 
maintain a showcase such as Conduit 
Street when agents abound for this pur- 
pose. Maybe, but it was all part of what 
makes the Company and the car special. 
Will boys in the future still say “Cor, there 
goes a Rolls-Royce”? Let’s hope so. 7 
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saloon styling was one of many brilliant creations of Mr Blatchley and his Crewe Styling Department. Photo by the Editor. 


Meeting the Masters 


On Monday May 13th Richard Mann, 
my wife Manuela and myself drove up 
from London to the Hunt House with no 
particular reason in mind —just a courtesy 
visit. It is always such a wonderful 
pleasure to visit, on any pretext or none at 
all in particular, what is essentially the 
headquarters of the entire world-wide 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley movement. On 
arrival we were greeted by the new Curator 
Philip Hall and R.R.E.C. General 
Secretary Peter Baines. 

Though I am, of course, deeply inter- 
ested in all Rolls-Royce motor car 
products right from 1904 to the present 
day, I have always been prepared to admit 
that my main area of fascination lies with 
the post-war cars from 1946 to around the 
mid-1960s. If anyone had asked “who 
would you most like to meet out of all the 
personalities involved in the design and 
development of the cars during that 
period?”, I would have answered un- 
hesitatingly “John Blatchley”. 

John Blatchley was a coachwork 
designer who worked at Gurney Nutting 
before the war, where he was Chief 
Designer from 1937-39. In 1939 he joined 


By Martin Bennett 


Rolls-Royce Ltd, working for the war 
effort, and in 1946 moved to the then infant 
styling department at Belper, where he 
injected a little Gurney Nutting finesse 


into the rather crude prototype for the 
Bentley Mk VI standard steel saloon. He 
was appointed to the newly created posi- 
tion of Chief Styling Engineer when the 


In the mid-1960s, Bill Allen (left), Martin Bourne and John Blatchley (seated) discussing a point 


on a scale model of the Silver Shadow saloon in the Rolls-Royce Styling Department, Crewe 


ars Ltd. 


Monochrome illustrations courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor C 
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John Blatchley working on the V4-scale wax model of the Park Ward limousine coachwork for 


the Phantom V, which was still three years away when the picture was taken in 1956. Bill Allen 
worked on this and other Park Ward styling projects, and later Martin Bourne carried out the 
changes for the VA series and later Phantom V, with four headlights, introduced in 1962. 


Styling Department was moved to Crewe 
in September 1951. His first major task as 
Chief of Styling was to redesign the tail of 
the Bentley Mk VI standard steel saloon to 
become what we now know as the R-type 
(and long-boot Silver Dawn). He went on 
to design the standard saloon bodies for the 
Silver Clouds and the Silver Shadow, as 
well as many of the coachbuilt (notably 
Park Ward) designs. He retired on March 
21st, 1969. A great talent indeed. 

I seem to have digressed from our 
arrival at the Hunt House. Peter announced 
quite casually that after some years of 
trying, the Club had at last managed to 
secure the agreement of three of the great 
post-war stylists — John Blatchley, Bill 
Allen and Martin Bourne — to visit the 
Hunt House together. They were expected 
within the next thirty minutes. I could 


hardly contain my excitement! 

Bill Allen’s career in coachbuilding 
began in 1928 with Arthur Mulliner of 
Northampton, moving to the Rolls-Royce 
Ltd Design Office in 1935 where he 
worked on the proposed Rationalised 
Range coachwork. Martin Bourne assisted 
John Blatchley and is credited with such 
work as the redesign of Blatchley’s 
original Park Ward Phantom V design, for 
the VA and later series chassis. John 
Blatchley and Bill Allen have long since 
retired, but Martin Bourne still works in 
styling design at Crewe, though now ina 
self-employed capacity. 

Bill and Martin live quite close to each 
other at Crewe, but neither had seen John, 
who lives on the south coast, for 27 years. 
A wonderful reunion. 

It is difficult to imagine more oppor- 


John Blatchley worked with Vilhelm Koren, a Scandinavian freelance stylist who had previously 
worked on Alfa Romeo styling, to produce this drophead coupé for the Bentley Continental S2. 
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tune timing for a visit to the Hunt House! 
Jet-lag after the flight from Australia less 
than 48 hours before was forgotten! 

The first and enduring impression of 
the three was that they are gentlemen from 
a mould which since seems to have been 
broken. Courteous and charming to a fault. 

John Blatchley was shown the large 
scale wood model of the H.J. Mulliner 
‘Flying Spur’ that resides at the Hunt 
House and was asked “did you design that 
one?”, to which he replied “I suppose I 
must have”! In fact, H.J Mulliner & Co. 
were still independent of Rolls-Royce at 
the time of the Flying Spur’s birth (1957) 
and the design was actually the work of 
Mulliner’s designer George Moseley, but 
it is interesting to speculate to what extent 
the Crewe styling office influenced the 
design. Certainly it is known that John 
Blatchley (and Ivan Evernden) worked 
with Mulliner’s designers on the styling of 
the original H.J. Mulliner Bentley Conti- 
nental (R-type), some subtle styling 
features of which were carried over into the 
subsequent Mulliner S-types, including 
the Flying Spur. 

Around 1952, responsibility for the 
external appearance of Park Ward coach- 
work was transferred to Mr Blatchley and 
his Crewe styling team. The object of this 
was to introduce an element of ‘family 
resemblance’ between the Crewe standard 
saloons and the coachbuilt offerings of 
Park Ward & Co., who had been owned by 
Rolls-Royce since before the war. The 
Park Ward two-door saloon and drophead 
coupé designs for the Bentley Continental 
(R-type), which continued virtually un- 
changed for the Continental $1, emanated 
from the Crewe styling office, as did the 
limousine for the Phantom V chassis. 

It could be argued that John Blatchley’s 
crowning achievement was the Silver 
Cloud (and Bentley S-type) standard 
saloon design. Few cars look equally good 
from every angle, as these do. Every line 
is perfect. The proportions are perfect. The 
interior is also perfect, both in its overall 
appearance and in detail. 

For October 1962 the Crewe Styling 
Department extensively revised the front 
end styling of these cars. This involved the 
incorporation of a four headlamp system, 
re-styled front wings with new combined 
sidelights/direction indicators mounted in 
the wing noses, and a 1 4 inch lower grille 
shell. Thus was born the Silver Cloud IIT 
and Bentley S3. The lowered grille and 
resultant steeper slope to the bonnet made 
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for better forward visibility for the driver 
and made the car appear wider when 
viewed from the front. The changes 
modernised the car’s appearance as an 
interim measure while the advent of the 
Silver Shadow was awaited. At the same 
time, the four headlamp front end styling 
(though not the lowered grille) was also 
incorporated into the Phantom V and the 
opportunity was taken to redesign the 
windscreen, roof-line and boot to change 
this formerly rounded design to razor- 
edged. This work was carried out by 
Martin Bourne. In that form, this coach- 
work carried over onto the Phantom VI, 
the last of which was delivered as recently 
as 1992. Like the cars themselves, these 
coachwork designs were made to last! 

In the late 1950s, Mr Blatchley is said 
to have accompanied Car Division Manag- 
ing Director Dr F. Llewellyn Smith to the 
Turin Motor Show where they admired an 
Alfa Romeo coupé which they discovered 
had been designed by a Scandinavian 
freelance stylist, Vilhelm Koren. Mr 
Koren was enlisted to work with John 
Blatchley at Crewe to style the Park Ward 
coachwork for the forthcoming Bentley 
Continental $2. The result was a partic- 
ularly smooth and sleek drophead coupé 
which departed from previous Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley coachwork design in a 
number of fundamental respects, in terms 
of both styling and method of construction. 
It was known within the Styling Depart- 
ment as the ‘Korenental’! 

The ‘Koren coupé’ design was carried 
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In the Crewe Styling Department, a model of V. Koren’s two-door saloon design. This saloon 
version never appeared on the Bentley Continental S2 but, with a quad-headlamp arrangement 
devised by Bill Allen, was fitted to Continental S3 and specially modified Silver Cloud IIi chassis. 


forward for the Bentley Continental S3 
chassis, with the paired headlamps of that 
model incorporated in a rather novel way 
by Bill Allen. A two-door saloon version, 
designed earlier by Mr Koren, was intro- 
duced in 1963 and around the same time 
both variants began to appear on specially 
modified Silver Cloud II chassis in order 
to satisfy a demand from the Sales Depart- 
ment for a two-door Rolls-Royce. 

The Silver Shadow, announced in Oct- 
ober 1965, was the most revolutionary new 
Rolls-Royce car since the Company’s 
inception, It was equally innovative in 
terms of body design as from a purely 
technical viewpoint. It combined a more 
compact size and modern shape with a 
roomier interior and far greater luggage 
capacity. John Blatchley and his team were 


The Crewe styling team of the late 1970s. From left to right: Fritz Feller, Graham Hull (present 


day Head of Styling at Crewe), Ryan Lewis, Ron Maddocks, Martin Bourne and Norman Webster. 


"i 
Ki; 


responsible for both the exterior styling 
and the interior, including the original 
visually very attractive ‘Chippendale’ 
fascia, as Mr Blatchley calls it. 

- The last coachwork designs to appear 
before John Blatchley’s 1969 retirement 
were the superb coachbuilt (by H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward Ltd) two-door saloon and 
drophead coupé for the Silver Shadow and 
Bentley T Series range (which subsequent- 
ly became the Corniche). Bill Allen recalls 
that he shaped the ¥4-scale wax model, in 
John Blatchley’s absence due to illness. 
This was, needless to say, an exceedingly 
handsome car which in drophead form 
remained in production until just a few 
months ago as the Corniche IV. The lon- 
gevity of this design is a tribute to its 
designer’s eye for styling excellence. Only 
truly outstanding designs can pass the test 
of time so convincingly. Bill recalls that 
the design for the Camargue was entrusted 
to Pininfarina — a move that he says John 
Blatchley would have strongly resisted 
had he not retired some years earlier! 

The styling of the current four-door 
saloon, introduced in October 1980, was 
the work of Austrian-born Fritz Feller with 
the assistance of members of his styling 
team which included Martin Bourne. 
“Good design” said Mr Feller, ‘‘stands the 
test of time. When Wren built St. Paul’s 
Cathedral he made it to last and to give 
lasting pleasure. It has a timeless quality 
and splendour, which I believe our motor 
cars also possess.” 

I feel extremely privileged to have met 
and lunched with three Masters of post- 
war coachwork styling, Bill Allen, John 
Blatchley and Martin Bourne, to whom 
thanks are due to for checking and suggest- 
ing amendments to this article. 


Me and my Shadow 


A passion for classic cars, boats and 
aeroplanes has always been high on the list 
of my family’s leisure activities. The 
greatest pleasure is to use them as they 
were intended. In fact, my wife Helen has 
two sporting ‘firsts’. She is the first South 
Australian woman to sail in the Sydney to 
Hobart Yacht Race (in 1973) and to 
compete in the Great Australian Tiger 
Moth Air Race (as my co-pilot), on two 
occasions. 

Although I have owned a variety of cars 
over the years, such as an Austin 7, an MG 
L2 Magna, an Alvis Speed 20, a Riley, a 
few Jaguars, BMWs and a Bentley S3, no 
one car has generated as much interest as 
my Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow CRH1344. 

It nearly began its life as Crewe Order 
No. R6390 issued on 3.3.1966 for Rolls- 
Royce concessionaires H.A. Fox & Co. of 
London. The order was issued on behalf of 
J.A. Shollin Esq., but was cancelled and 
re-issued as Order No. R6391 for Mr Peter 
Sellers, the film star and member of the 
famous Goons. A deposit of £815 was paid 
on 26.3.1966. 

The order was for a Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow, H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward two- 
door saloon, chassis CRH1344, painted 
Regal Red with beige leather upholstery. 
One cannot help but imagine what 
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By Brian Price (SA.) 


happened to the original order and whether 
Peter Sellers used his influence to obtain 
an earlier delivery of this new and very 
desirable model. Much of the detail about 
this car has been gleaned from factory 
cards and other documents acquired by 
Robert McDermott, who kindly passed 
them on to me and I am very grateful for 
his help with this research. Construction of 
engine No. 1344 had already begun. It was 
due for test on 1.3.1966 and was scheduled 
to be installed in the front sub-frame on 
8.3.1966. Unfortunately the gearbox was 
tested without any oil having been added, 
and had to be replaced (!! — Ed.). Sub- 
frame assembly was completed on 
9.4.1966 and the first preliminary check 
was on 13.4.1966. The first road test was 
conducted on 23.6.1966. Further work 
was required and the car was again tested 
on 27.6.1966. Final work was performed 
on 30.6.1966, including replacing a rear 
axle to remedy a bad whine in the diff- 
erential! Crewe invoiced H.A. Fox & Co. 
Ltd on 7.7.1966, when the car was finally 
completed and registered to Mr Peter 
Sellers. Among the extras ordered was a 
special console under the instrument board 
to house a radio telephone, Craig 
Reproducer and other items. 

My wife Helen was visiting London in 


July 1966 and saw Peter Sellers taking 
delivery of the Rolls from H.A. Fox in Old 
Bond Street. She approached Sellers, told 
him that she was a fan from Australia and 
asked him for his autograph, which he was 
happy to give. How amazing that twenty- 
one years later this car came into our 
family. In his book Scunthorpe Revisited, 
Spike Milligan describes how he received 
a late night call from Sellers, who was 
desperately trying to find the source of a 
squeak in the boot of his new Rolls-Royce. 
Dutifully, Milligan headed to the rescue. 
Sellers, in pyjamas, persuaded his friend to 
climb into the car boot with a piece of chalk 
and a torch while the Rolls was driven 
around the district. Milligan climbed in 
and drove off with Sellers. Suddenly the 
car stopped and Milligan heard crunching 
footsteps and mumbled conversation. The 
police had seen Sellers driving erratically 
in order to make the boot squeak. The lid 
was jerked open “to find an unshaven 
tousled-haired man in the boot in his 
pjamas on his knees drawing little white 
crosses on the floor. The policeman shone 
his torch full in my face. ‘Oh’, he said, ‘It’s 
you’.” The documentary film on the life of 
Peter Sellers shows him driving a 1969 
Silver Shadow H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward 
drophead coupé so we presume that he sold 


5-96 


CRH1344 around April 1969, as a mod 
SY/N6 was carried out at Hythe Road on 
16.4.1969 and the car was sold toa Mr L.L. 
Brown of Consolidated Factory Holdings 
Limited and registered as LBB 2. While in 
Mr Brown’s hands the car had an accident 
which resulted in repairs being carried out 
at Crewe between 19.11.1969 and 
13,.2,1970. The radiator shell sustained 
damage and was replaced with a service 
replacement at the cost of £45. Other 
repairs were made to the front left hand 
wing. The bill to the insurer included the 
cost of £19 “to replace a Blackwell tube- 
less tyre cover fitted as the spare to the car 
incoming which was damaged by the 
damaged wing”. 

Two catastrophes occured in the early 
1970s. The engine was seriously damaged 
when it ran out of water. At the same time 
a mysterious fire happened under the 
bonnet, which is considered quite likely to 
have been deliberately lit. The car was sold 
by the insurance company, H.P. Motor 
Policies at Lloyds of London, 48 
Fenchurch Street London EC3, as a write- 
off and the wreck was imported into 
Australia by a Mr. Donald Aarons, an 
antique dealer, who did nothing with it. 
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Robert McDermott bought the car in late 
”76 but a few years passed before he began 
restoration. The vehicle was not driveable 
and the engine, in addition to its previous 
damage, had suffered badly from cor- 
rosion. Robert obtained an engine from a 
2800 series Silver Shadow that had done 
negligible mileage but which had been 
rolled over. He rebuilt the original engine 
using all valves, over-head gear, cylinder 
liners, pistons, con-rods, crankshaft and 
accessories from the new engine, at the 
same time de-glazing the bores and fitting 
new rings and valve guides.He replaced all 
parts that were likely to have been affected 
by heat. The original crankcase was used 
to preserve originality. 

To overcome a weakness of the early 
Shadows, the rear differential subframe 
was reinforced top and bottom and the 
metalastic mountings were modified each 
end with through bolts and spacers. 

The front height control hydraulic ram 
system was blocked off at this time. (The 
factory had dropped this feature on new 
cars in May 1969). The body was stripped 
to bare metal and restored to concours 
standard. The original instruments were 
fitted to a new dash. The front end was 


overhauled and all the latest mods were 
carried out to the rear axle. New carpets 
were made, the headlining was dry 
cleaned, all wood repolished and a new 
windscreen was fitted. The car was 
rewired together with a new engine loom. 
All rubbers were renewed and factory air- 
conditioning was installed. An enormous 
amount of detailed restoration to preserve 
originality was carried out. Much of the 
work was carried out by Robert himself 
and he has said that he would never 
personally undertake such a project on a 
post-war car again. 

During the restoration, a Mr Fred Ulver 
of Melbourne bought the car in the autumn 
of 1984 as an unfinished project and had 
to wait another year until 25th August 
1985 when he eventually took delivery. 
The car left McDermott’s virtually as a 
new car. The mileage at this time was 
63,119 miles, but with an engine of very 
low mileage. The restoration of the car was 
begun at McDermott’s Rose Street, 
Fitzroy, premises in 1980. I used to visit 
Robert at weekends in search of a good 
Bentley S3, which was eventually ac- 
quired from him. During this time I 
witnessed the restoration of CRH1344 


CBH1344. These extremely handsome two-door cars were styled by John Blatchley’s Rolls-Royce Styling Department at Crewe, the final shape 
being devised by Blatchley’s assistant Bill Allen (see Meeting the Masters, 0.2801). The two-door saloon, introduced in March 1966, was followed 
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er 1967 by a drophead coupé version. With technical improvements, both models were marketed as the ‘Corniche’ from March 1971, 
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handsome fascia, which shared the standard saloon’s layout but with the centre panel raised 
slightly above the surrounding area and specially selected veneers and pale crossbanding. 


until its completion in 1985. I had always 
thought that it was a unique car, particular- 
ly in terms of its history, low mileage, the 
quality of the restoration and overall hand- 
some appearance. However the owner 
would definitely not part with it. 

In 1987 I called to say farewell to 
Robert as I had just retired and was leaving 
Melbourne to live full-time again in 
Adelaide. The Rolls was parked in the 
workshop which was then in South 
Melbourne, and I remarked to Robert that 
I still considered it to be the best early 


Silver Shadow anywhere. He informed me 
that the car would soon be for sale as the 
owner’s driving licence would not be 
renewed because of his poor eyesight. I 
bought the car on 27.7.87 with the speedo 
reading 65,277 miles. Some service work 
was performed and we took delivery on 
13.8.1987. 

The Victorian registration RR-055 was 
retained by the former owner and on 
27.8.1987 it was registered in South 
Australia as UEZ-696. The Silver Shadow 
was designed with the American market in 
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mind and the accent was on a soft ride 
rather than for sports car handling. New 
rear springs were fitted about twenty per 
cent stiffer than the originals. A much 
thicker front anti-sway bar has noticeably 
improved the steering on tight corners. 
These modifications have not effected the 
comfort but have made the car much more 
sure-footed at speed. On the dynamometer, 
the car proved to be running too rich. All 
carburetter adjustments were checked and 
it was discovered that fitting leaner needles 
than standard gave more power, a crisper 
engine, better economy and cleaner spark- 
ing plugs. We now enjoy a very beautiful 
Rolls-Royce, thirty years of age, but which 
looks and drives like a new car, with an 
engine that has only done a nominal 
mileage. It is the effortless power of this 
big V-8 engine, the ability to manipulate 
the 4-speed automatic transmission to 
produce, nearly always, as the handbook 
says, “imperceptible gear changes” and the 
convenience of power steering, electric 
seats and windows together with the 
solidity that only seems to come with older 
cars, that are its real charms. This view was 
reinforced by the car winning the 
Concours d’Elegence Trophy of the 
R.R.O.C.A. (S.A. Branch) two years in 
succesion, the only occasions on which it 
has been entered. 


Photographs from the Author 
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An artistic and evocative shot of Ayers Rock over the bonnet of Bryan & Kay Inder’s 12HG. Photo by Bryan Inder. 


Holy Moley! What a Great Wholly 
Ghost Tour! 

Waved off by our fellow Club 
members, we left Flagstaff Hill in 
Wollongong with high expectations of the 
touring ahead. We were not to be dis- 
appointed. The Americans among us were 
still without their Ghosts because of the 
unfortunate circumstance of their cars 
being held up in Singapore. South 
Australian member Eric Rainsford sent a 
Ghost for Maggie & Millard Newman 
(Florida) and their friends to use on the 
tour. Laurie Ogle lent a group his Jaguar 
and Rex Vincent lent his Mitsubishi but, 
of course, they all swapped around and 
rode along in the other Ghosts. The first 
three days were, for us but not our overseas 
guests, familiar territory — Bowral, 
Berrima, a night at Pepper’s Mt Broughton 
in Sutton Forest where Adrian Garrett’s 
daughter Suzanne and son-in-law joined 


Third Australian Wholly Ghost Tour 


By Margaret Gillings (N.S.W.) 


us for dinner. Young Katie Forrest began 
fund raising early by getting us to sponsor 
her to wear her hair in bunches. 

Then, two days in Canberra. Here we 
had our first taste of collecting for the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service. The display 
in the Canberra International Hotel car 
park attracted quite a few people. We 
rattled our cans and had very little trouble 
selling Tour Programmes and T-shirts 
from a stall manned by Kerry Wherry and 
Lachlan Ely. Englishman Graham Mead 
was reported as “selling” information 
about his car. One man claimed only to 
have [5 cents. Graham responded with 
“For that much I will tell you only that it’s 
a Rolls-Royce”. This evidently prompted 
another bystander to proffer a $10 note and 
for that both he and Mr 15 cents probably 
heard more than they ever needed to know 
about 3PK. 

Unfortunately we had to stop the 


‘Ghosts to Outback Australia’ 


practice of hanging cans on our radiators 
after one was stolen. (A sign of the times. 
— Ed.) On Tuesday evening, we had a 
very pleasant dinner with members of the 
A.C.T. Branch at the Canberra Yacht Club. 
It was here that Mary White (North 
Carolina) and Gayle Johnston (California) 
organised their highly successful luggage 
colour coding scheme. This was to greatly 
simplify the sorting of luggage bound for 
different hotels and made the luggage van 
driver’s job a little easier. 

So far, in three days, we had only 
covered 147 miles from Wollongong but 
on Thursday we were facing 291 miles 
through Cooma, Cabramurra, Khancoban 
and Corryong to Beechworth. I can’t 
remember if it was Michelago or Bredbo 
where some of us lost the plot. Ido remem- 
ber following Mary & Chris Lambert 
(U.K.) in 20TB and Brian Staples (U.K.), 
I think it was, in 41EM around the same 
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At the Federal Rally in Wollongon g before the great adventure of the Wholly Ghost Tour actually 
began. Kerry Wherry, Sarah Wherry, Lachlan Ely and Keith Wherry. 


Setting out from Wollongong, 3PK (Graham & Barbara Mead, U.K.). Photo by Allan Simpson. 


The first overnight stop of the Tour, at Pepper's Mt Broughton resort, Sutton Forest. 27RG (Ron 
Bonar, U.K.) followed by 128EM (Jim & Elaine Soens, U.K.). Photo from Nic Maller. 
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roundabout a couple of times. Barrie and I 
had Dorothy & Bob Bishop from Texas 
riding with us in 1492. Other Texans on the 
Tour included Cleo & Jim Stroman and 
Deegee and Jim Bannon. It was perishing 
cold but they bravely kept the landau back 
down so as to admire the scenery. Mean- 
time, I was admiring Barrie’s driving skill, 
particularly down some very steep and 
winding descents. Our two-wheel brakes 
were certainly put to the test. The smell of 
hot brake lining apparently masked the 
smell of a small petrol leak until we got to 
Corryong. Evidently, over a number of 
years, 1492’s petrol tank had bumped into 
various fences, posts etc. and had slowly 
been tilted under. With our extra weight 
and the rough roads, contact with the diff 
casing had rubbed a smal] hole in the tank. 
It was going to be a one-man job so, after 
making kind offers of help, Dorothy & Bob 
found seats in Bill & Norah Handcock’s 
2018 (U.K.). 

Luckily the service station at Corryong 
was one of the best equipped between 
Sydney and Melbourne and Barrie was 
able to repair and straighten the tank by 
about 5.30 p.m. However we were still 
facing 85 miles to Beechworth with 
veteran Ghost headlights! As it happened, 
Keith Hutchinson, our young luggage van 
driver on loan from Robert McDermott, 
had also had brake trouble coming down 
the mountains. He was facing the same 
distance without the light to read the route 
instructions. So I drove 1492, Keith 
followed and Barrie navigated helped by 
the lights from the luggage van behind. 
Needless to say we didn’t see much of 
Beechworth as we were up early next 
morning for the drive of over 175 miles to 
Healesville. 

If you have never been to the 
Healesville animal sanctury, we can heart- 
ily recommend it. Our overseas Tourists 
were delighted to see many of our native 
animals and hear about them from the 
knowledgeable volunteer guides. We saw 
an impressive falconry display with birds 
that are being rehabilitated at the sanctuary 
with a view to releasing them back into the 
wild. 

It was very misty as we left the 
R.A.C.V. Country Club next morning and 
it became quite foggy as we climbed up to 
the little village of Gembrook. The local 
motoring enthusiasts had turned out in 
many beautifully restored cars and had 


Continued p.2810 


5-96 


2809 


Spirit of Alpine °93 Award given to Keith Wherry and Kerry Wherry 


Outgoing Chairman Mary White announced at the S.G.A. 
Annual Business Meeting in French Lick, Indiana, that the 
1996 recipients of the annual Chairman’s Award — Spirit of 
Alpine 93 — are Keith Wherry and Kerry Wherry. The award, 
donated last year by Ron Bonar (Scotland) recognises the 
member(s) who has done the most to encourage and support 
the Silver Ghost Association. 

Mary described Keith as the spark of the S.G.A. in 
Australia. While serving as the Australian Overseas Director 
for the past five years, he has recruited many Ghost owners as 
S.G.A. members. He has been in continual contact with the 
other S.G.A. Board members and has participated in S.G.A. 
events in the United States. Keith has established a harmonious 
relationship between the S.G.A. and the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of Australia, introduced Silver Ghost Dawn Patrols at the 
R.R.O.C.A. Federal Rallies and promoted Ghost-only touring 
events. Keith and Kerry organised three outstanding Wholly 


Ghost Tours in Australia, three years in arow! The most recent 
was the epic ‘Ghosts to Outback Australia’ this May. 

Kerry Wherry helped Keith over the years to recruit 
members to the S.G.A. Her creativity and detailed planning 
ensured the success of the three outstanding Wholly Ghost 
Tours in Australia. In addition to organising Tours Down 
Under, Kerry participated in the ’91 and ’95 Ghost Trains in 
the United States. 

Keith and Kerry each received a professional photograph 
of the trophy, matted with a brass plate recognising their 
dedication to the S.G.A. 

All members world-wide have benefited from Keith’s and 
Kerry’s enthusiasm and hard work. We send them our deepest 
appreciation. 

Mary White, 
Outgoing Chairman, 
Silver Ghost Association, U.S.A. 


A word from the Tour Convenor 


Some five years ago Kerry expressed to me an interest in 
planning a tour for Silver Ghosts to the Red Centre. I thought 
the idea too ambitious, but the more we talked and looked at 
the various possibilities, the more fun it sounded. We certainly 
received strong support for the idea from whoever we proposed 
it to, and so about three years ago the idea was formulated and 
publicly announced. No turning back from there! 

The credit for the groundwork belongs to Kerry who 
covered the whole route at /east once, and she and I together 
some areas several times. We both flew to Central Australia, 
and investigated the options available. On another trip to 
Adelaide we saw the Australian National Rail administration 
about The Ghan, and then took the final plunge and booked the 
train, which was to be the lynchpin of the whole Tour; without 
it the distances would have been too great. 

Obviously, every such tour must be a compromise. Some 
people said it was too long for them to be away from their work 
or business. Others said they could not justify bringing their 
Ghosts to Australia unless it was for at least a month. Our 
continent is vast and we felt that it was necessary to have a 
minimum of four weeks to show our international visitors even 
a superficial view. We were very pleased with how the itinerary 
tumed out in practice, and would not have changed any major 
component. 

We were so disappointed for our American friends that after 
all their efforts they were unable to have their eleven Ghosts 


here, but adversity brings out the best and they all showed great 
humour, and enjoyed sharing themselves around. Our thanks 
to all the other participants who helped in that regard. 

We were delighted with the response from everyone for the 
fund-raising for the Royal Flying Doctor Service. Support for 
this charity was especially strong in the Outback and other 
country areas — to these people a sincere thank you. we are 
proud that we expect to be able to donate in excess of $30,000 
to the R.F.D.S., even after allowing refunds to all those who 
could not participate in the whole Tour or bring their cars, and 
we expect to also make a substantial donation to the relevant 
Sir Henry Royce Foundations and elsewhere for dedicated 
Silver Ghost research. 

Kerry and I both greatly enjoyed the planning of the Tour, 
and have received great satisfaction from the results. There are 
so many people, R.R.O.C.A. and S.G.A. members, Tour par- 
ticipants and members of the public alike who made our task 
so much easier and more enjoyable, and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank them all, albeit anonymously. 

Kerry and I hope you enjoy this vast Ghostly issue of 
PRAECLARUM, so ably put together by Martin Bennett, and 
thank you also to those who contributed written and 
photographic material. 

To next year’s Wholly Ghost Tour! 


Keith Wherry 
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Ghosts at Parliament House, Canberra. From 
1492 (Barrie & Margaret Gillings, N.S.W.); 51FW (Julian & Cheryl Walter, W.A.); 2082 (John & 
Joy Burns, A.C.T.); 125AU (Keith Wherry, driven by Rex & Norah Vincent, N.S.W.); 3PK (Graham 
& Barbara Mead, U.K.); 27RG (Ron Bonar, U.K.). Photo by Barrie Gillings. 


Willing hands attend to a fuel blockage on 125AU, which is flanked by 3PK (Mead, U.K.) and 
128EM (Soens, U.K.). Day 3 of the Tour, on the Snowy Mountains Highway near Cooma. 


An impressive line-up of Silver Ghosts at the R.A.C.V. Country Club, Healesville, Victoria. 
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organised morning tea for us in the nearby 
garage and museum. Here was another 
golden opportunity to sell our Tour Pro- 
grammes. Susie Forrest (U.K.) and Adrian 
West’s wife Cate (Vermont) were enthus- 
iastic fund raisers. Shannons, the insurance 
people, had on display the stunning 
torpedo-bodied Phantom I(11RC) which, 
back in 1970, belonged to Don Sheil. From 
Gembrook Kerry had planned a beautiful 
drive down through a fern gully. It was still 
misty with the sun making occasional 
attempts to break through and was prob- 
ably the prettiest drive of the whole four 
weeks. With Marianne Tragardh (Sweden) 
aS our passenger, we continued south to 
Balnarring and lunch at the Warrawee 
Homestead. Here we were able to meet up 
with Terry Bruce (Vic.) before heading 
along the Mornington Peninsula to 
Sorrento where we hoped to be in time for 
the 3.00 p.m. Queenscliff ferry. We were. 
And so were a lot of other people who 
enjoyed looking at the cars while they 
waited for the ferry. All our overseas 
guests had, by now, become enthusiastic 
can-rattlers and Patricia Watson (U.K.) 
was kept busy selling Tour Programmes. 
Rosie Robson (U.K.) reported one on- 
looker as saying, “What luck that we chose 
today to cross on the ferry!” 

Queenscliff is another beautiful place 
that the Victorians have been keeping a 
secret from New South Welshpersons all 
these years. The cars were housed in the 
grounds of Fort Queenscliff. This was built 
at the mouth of Port Phillip to repel the 
Russians, the French or even any 
Americans who might have been consider- 
ing an invasion at the time of our Gold 
Rush. 

Most of us stayed at the Vue Grande 
which was precisely that. Mary Jo 
Heckman (Pennsylvania) and Millard 
Newman were happy to find a piano where 
they could have a sing-along. There are 
many original old shops and I found a 
wonderful secondhand bookshop in the 
old church hall. Many of the group took 
advantage of the coach trip to Melbourne 
which included a visit to Robert 
McDermott’s workshops. Jacquie & Lynn 
Boynton (Ohio) were particularly anxious 
to go as they have ason named Melbourne. 
Jacquie told me the family legend of a 
sea-faring Boynton who, with his pregnant 
wife and three children, were caught in a 
severe storm in Bass Strait. A wave 
washed one of their small sons overboard 
but the next wave washed him right back 
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on board again. When the ship put into 
Melbourne for repairs they decided to 
name the new baby after that city in thanks 
for their miracle. There has been a 
Melbourne Boynton each generation ever 
since. Isn’t that a great story? 

We were joined at Queenscliff by our 
son Chris and Victorian Tourists Achalen 
Holmes and Doug Bristow in 2583, Robyn 
& Keith Drew in the ex-Great Gatsby’ 
Springfield S242PK and Judy & Ken 
Russell in 2320E. Diana & David Jones 
arrived with 1997 and Fiona & George 
Forbes with 8CE. Unfortunately 1997 was 
still suffering from overheating problems 
and had to return to Melbourne sooner than 
expected. Wendy & John Wagstaff’s Park 
Ward utility 32LM had only just finished 
being prepared at Robert McDermott’s in 
time to start with us on the next leg of the 
journey. Tina & Richard Pascoe (U.K.), 
who were on the Austrian Alpine Rally in 
1993, were in nearby Geelong on holiday 
and were delighted to hear of the Ghosts 
on the local radio station and dashed in to 
say hello. 

Monday morming was overcast and 
foggy for the start of our drive down the 
Great Ocean Road. Some of us stopped for 
morning tea in Airey’s Inlet. We found a 
great wool shop where Val Keogh (W.A.) 
beat me to the best hand-knitted jumper in 
the shop. We lunched near Skene’s Creek 
at Chris’s Beacon Point Restaurant where 
the view was breathtaking even in the poor 
conditions. Although we had many 
memorable meals on this Tour, this was 
probably the best and by now I was feeling 
very proud of Australian cuisine. Apollo 
Bay, the Twelve Apostles, Port Fairy and 
Robe were all to follow along the coast. If 
you have not seen this spectacular part of 
Australia, you should because my words 
can certainly not adequately describe it. 
However, we had the added pleasure of 
driving behind some beautiful Ghosts such 
as 107EM the Barker Estate car belonging 
to John & Kay Marsh (U.K.) and, from 
Northern Ireland, Walter & John Wilson’s 
747. We could never follow Ron Bonar 
(Scotland) for very long because 27RG is 
rather quick. Robert McDermott’s 1520 
driven by Simon Elliott had joined the 
Tour by this time and it too was not known 
to dawdle. Kerry had, as usual, found 
excellent accommodation for us in the 
charming little coastal towns. 

One night, because of a minor mix-up, 
Henrik Maller (Florida) bunked in with the 
Gillings. We were all very comfortable 


W.G.T. cars lining up to board the Sorrento-Queenscliff ferry. Much interest being shown by the 
local populace. Photo from Nic Maller. 


collection tin hanging on the rear vision mirror. 


Chris Lambert (U.K.) waiting to board the ferry in 20TB. Tom Heckman (U.S.A.) joining him in 


Richard Hensby (U.K.) ready to drive 1888 on to the ferry. Note the Royal Flying Doctor Service 


the passenger seat. Mary Lambert and Mary Jo Heckman in the back. 
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Wholly Ghost Tourists and their Ghosts 


R.R.O.C. Branch/ 
State/Country: Car Year: Chassis No: Coachwork: 


Ghost owners and their passengers: 


Adrian & Sylvia GARRETT New Zealand 1907 588 Roi des Belges (ex-Gladiator) 
Walter & John WILSON United Kingdom 1908 747 Labourdette Roi des Belges 


Barrie, Margaret & Chris GILLINGS NewSouth Wales 1910 1492 Grice Landaulette (c.1958) 
Robert McDERMOTT Victoria 1911 1520 Tourer (coachbuilder unknown) 
Maryanne MARTINEK Victoria 
Nic, Birte & Henrik MOLLER Curagao 1911* 1717* Barker-style torpedo* 
Richard & lan HENSBY United Kingdom 1912 1888 Ors & Fils Roi des Belges (c.1988) 
Martin & Julia DAWSON United Kingdom 
David & Diana JONES Victoria 1912 1997 Rainsford open-drive limousine (c.1969) 
Brian MacMAHON South Australia 1912 2009 Rainsford Roi des Belges (c.1970) 
Bill & Norah HANDCOCK United Kingdom 1912 2018 Barker-style torpedo 
David & Rosemary ROBSON United Kingdom 1912 2079 Wilkinson L-E tourer (1985) 
John & Carol OGDEN United Kingdom 1912 2087E Hamshaw L-E tourer 
Keith WHERRY New South Wales 1912 2133 George Williams L-E style tourer (1976) 
Marie HARLAND New South Wales 
Tim & Sue, Erica & Katie FORREST United Kingdom 1912 2154 Barker torpedo 
Ken & Judy RUSSELL Victoria 1913 2320E Tishler torpedo tourer (c.1980) 
Achalen HOLMES Victoria 1913 2583 Peels tourer (ex-Sunbeam) 
Doug BRISTOW Victoria 
Ed & Mary ROWAN United States 1913” 18NA* Wilkinson tourer* 
Tom & Betty LEAKE United Kingdom 1914 11AB Mulliner tourer (ex-Daimler) 
Stuart & Ruth EVISON United Kingdom 
George & Susan BLENKHORN Victoria 
Millard & Maggie NEWMAN United States 1914* 30EB* Starry & Woolly tourer* 
Tom & Mary Jo HECKMAN United States 1914* 36PB* Rodman tourer (1991)* 
John BENTLEY United Kingdom 1914 37PB Cockshoot tourer (fitted 1990s) 
Karen WALTERS United States 
Doug MAGEE United States 1914* 27LB* Tourer* 
Paul & Ron BRUNNER United States 
Caaren CRUSE United States 
Bill & Aniece LASSITER United States 1914* 34LB* Van den Plas tourer (ex-Metallurgique) 
Chris & Mary LAMBERT United Kingdom 1914 20TB Brewster tourer 
Peter & Joyce COX South Australia 1920 49FW Horner & Ward tourer (c.1961) 
Julian & Cheryl WALTER Western Australia 1920 51FW Roger Fry Hooper-style tourer (1996) 
Graham & Dorothy SINGER Queensland 1920 62FW Surrey Coachworks tourer 
Lyel MURRELL New South Wales 1920 127BW Bradbury & Hughes tourer (1980s) 
Peter LAMB New South Wales 
Bruce GIBBS New South Wales 
Robert McLACHLAN New South Wales 
Neville & Rhonda VASSALLO New South Wales 1920 158BW Tourer 
Val KEOGH Western Australia 1921 106AG Roger Fry tourer (1991) 
Rory & Liz POLAND South Australia 
Marianne TRAGARDH Sweden 
George & Fiona FORBES Victoria 1921 8CE Bradbury tourer (c.1980) 
Lachlan ELY Victoria 1921 76JG Jackson, Jones & Collins limousine (c.1928) 
Kerry WHERRY Victoria 
Ron BONAR United Kingdom 1922 27RG Barker tourer 
Woody & Gayle JOHNSTON United States 
Bryan & Kay INDER New South Wales 1922 12HG George Williams tourer (1971) 
John & Marienne VAWSER New South Wales 
Ted & Fay HUDSON New South Wales 1922 154BG R.R.C.C.W. ‘Pall Mall’ tourer 
Malcolm JOHNS New South Wales 1923 22NK Barker tourer 


Laurie OGLE New South Wales 
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Doug & Mary WHITE 1923* 
Lynn & Jacquie BOYNTON 
Roy JEFFERY 
Jim REDMAN 


Don HOGAN 


United States Hooper tourer* 
United States 
New South Wales 
New South Wales 


New South Wales 


1923 G. Williams open-drive limousine (1980s) 


Bryan & Sheila HARPER 
Michae! & Jenny FARRELL 
Damon & Katie STYNES 

John & Anne HUNT 
Don & Merle PEEL 

Richard KNIGHT 
James BAXTER 

Graham & Barbara MEAD 

Morris & Morris Jnr FRANKLIN 
Jim & Cleo STROMAN 

John & Wendy WAGSTAFF 

Brian, Tae Soo & Richard STAPLES 
Barry & Lesley LOVE 

Louis & Susan MOSTERT 

John & Kay MARSH 

James & Elaine SOENS 

Peter & Anna CHANNING 

Adrian WEST 
Catherine HUTCHINS 

Harry & Patricia WATSON 

David & Marilyn FORWARD 

Brian & Jo WOOTTON 

James & Deegee BANNON 

Keith & Robyn DREW 

Bob & Dorothy BISHOP 


Western Australia 


Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 
Victoria 
United Kingdom 
United States 
United States 
Queensland 
United Kingdom 
South Africa 


1923 88LK 


1923 97LK 


1923 
1923* 


3PK 
143JH* 


1923 
1924 


32LM 
41EM 


1924 
1924 
1924 
1924 
1924* 


69EM 
107EM 
128EM 
79RM 
27TM* 


United Kingdom 
United Kingdom 
United Kingdom 
United States 
United States 
United Kingdom 
South Australia 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Victoria 
United States 


1924 
1924 
1925 
1925* 
4925 
1926* 


31EU 

353LF 

104EU 
$107MK* 
$242PK 
$395RL* 


Gazzard tourer 


Martin & King saloon (1930s) 
Waring Bros. tourer 


Wilkinson tourer 
R.R.C.C.W. ‘Mayfair 


Park Ward utility (ex-tourer) 
Windovers tourer 


Barker cabriolet 
Barker estate car 
S. Penny tourer (1995) 
Barker tourer 
Cunard roadster* 


Hooper tourer 
R.R.C.C.W. ‘Mayfair’ 
Williamson & Inchley dual cowl torpedo 
R.R.C.C.W. ‘Tilbury 
R.R.C.C.W. Salamanca 
R.R.C.C.W. ‘Pickwick 


Cars marked with an asterisk (*) were registered for the Tour but were detained in Singapore due to shipping problems. 


Millard & Maggie Newman drove Eric Rainsford’s 1923 Hooper sedanca de ville, 26PK. Various other Tourists without 
their own Ghosts drove Keith Wherry’s 1924 Hooper landaulette, 125AU. 


‘Ghost-Riders’: 


Bill & Jean ALLSEP 


Victoria 


Carol VAN DER PENNEN 


South Australia 


Victoria 
New South Wales 
South Australia 
New South Wales 


Gil & Nan RALPH 

Allan SIMPSON 
Janette THOMAS 

Rex & Norah VINCENT 


New South Wales 
New South Wales 
New South Wales 
New South Wales 


Helen & Bruce BAGLEY 
Simon ELLIOTT 

Jack & Merry] GODFREY 
John & Liz MILVERTON 


Michael MOLONEY & Carol D'ARGENT New South Wales 


since we had a two-storey, three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom appartment. At Port Fairy a 
hardworking Rotary Club looked after our 
cars overnight and helped raise funds from 
the static display. 

West of Port Fairy, the Vintage Car 
Club of Portland has established a most 
impressive motoring museum. The 
members had advertised our proposed stop 
and, by their selling a sumptuous morning 
tea and entry to the museum, our Royal 
Flying Doctor Service funds were 
increased substantially. If you are driving 


through Portland be sure you don’t miss 
this wonderful museum. 

At Robe we were joined for dinner by 
Eric Rainsford, who had celebrated his 
80th birthday the day before, together with 
his wife Beryl. Also joining the Tour at this 
point were Susan & Louis Mostert who 
had towed their newly restored and very 
elegant primrose and green Barker 
cabriolet 69EM (formerly owned by Ted 
Harris, founder of the R.R.E.C. and 
originally by Lord Scott) all the way from 
Perth. At the dinner we also heard from 


Keith Wherry that Dorothy & Graham 
Singer had beaten the Brisbane floods 
using first a transporter and then the back 
roads so as to meet us at Langhorne Creek 
on schedule. This news was greeted with a 
resounding cheer for the intrepid pair. 
Many South Australian members drove 
their Ghosts 54 miles from Adelaide to 
meet up with us at Langhorne Creek foot- 
ball oval for lunch. Among these was 
Charles Wright with his beautiful car ‘The 
Dreamer’ (1524). We had hoped to 
achieve a record for the most Ghosts ever 
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assembled in one spot so there was some 
feverish counting and excitement as each 
extra car arrived. However, the 41 Ghosts 
standing in a curve around the oval were 
not enough to beat the 44 assembled in 
Toblach (Austria) in 1993. If only those 
eleven American cars had not been held 
up! 

On to Adelaide where most of us were 
to stay at the Grand Glenelg on the Gulf of 
St. Vincent. Who was in charge of scenic 
sunsets in Glenelg? If it was Rory Poland 
he did a bang-up job. There were visits to 
the Birdwood Mill Museum and the 
Barossa Valley but the highlight of our 
stay in Adelaide was the formal dinner at 
: = Ayers House hosted by the South 
Lunch by the Yarra at Southgate, Melbourne. Clockwise around the table: Henrik Maller, Keith Australian Branch of the R.R.O.C. of 
Wherry, Birte Maller, Nic Maller. The Mailers came all the way from Curacao (Dutch West Indies). Australia. Maggie Newman looked stun- 


ning in a black off-the-shoulder gown 
which did justice to the occasion. Some 
Tour participants like Fay and Ted 
Hudson, Cheryl & Julian Walters were 
leaving us but others, like Kay & Bryan 
Inder, Marienne & John Vawser, Malcolm 
Johns, and Laurie Ogle from N.S.W. and 
John Bentley (U.K.) and Karen Walters 
(Pennsylvania) were just starting. We were 
also joined by quite a number of non-Ghost 
owning Club members who were to be 
passengers on The Ghan to Alice Springs 
and then ‘Ghost-riders’ to Uluru and back. 
These included Meryl & Jack Godfrey 
(N.S.W.), Helen & Bruce Bagley (N.S.W.) 
On the Great Ocean Road near the ‘Twelve Apostles’. On the left is Millard Newman (U.S.A.), and Nan & Gil Ralph (Vic). Jean & Bill 
with Bill Handcock and Anna Channing (U.K.). Allsep (Vic.) were to ride in 8CE with 
Fiona and George. Carol D’Argent and 
Michael Moloney (N.S.W.) were to join 
Keith Wherry in 2133. 

Waiting at airports and railway stations 
is usually seen as a frustrating waste of 
time but our wait at Keswick in Adelaide 


W.G.T. cars gathered at Cape Otway, the southern-most point of the Australian mainiand. 


Below left: Lynn Boynton (U.S.A.) enjoying 
one of the spectacular rock formations on the 
Great Ocean Road, Victoria. 


Below: S.G.A. Chairman Mary White (U.S.A.) 
and Stewart Evison (U.K.), Great Ocean 
Road. 
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was anything but that. There was a lot of 
sitting around and talking in the station 
coffee shop and I suspect that it was here 
that many people caught up on 
photographing of their fellow Tourists. 
We watched fascinated as the loading of 
the Ghosts on to the flatbeds was super- 
vised by Jim Bannon (Texas) and Lynn 
Boynton while Norah Vincent manned a 
table on the station selling Tour Prog- 
rammes. Brian & Naelo Jenkins (N.S.W.) 
had only just arrived as “Ghost-riders” but 
Naelo was quickly pressed into service 
fund-raising. 

Once on board we all realised that a sss : 
long train journey is best taken with a large Australian National Rail employees loading and securing the precious cargo ready for the long 
number of friends with similar interests. haul north to Alice Springs. 2320E (Ken & Judy Russell, Vic.), 27RG (Ron Bonar, U.K.), 158BW 
Like drinking champagne. The Ghan had (Neville & Rhonda Vassallo, N.S.W.). Photo by Gil Ralph. 


to make an unscheduled stop at Snowtown 
at about 6.30 p.m. to restock the bar with 
bubbly by buying all the stock of the local 
pub! I think Carol van der Pennen and 
Janette Thomas both had their fair share. 
The food was very good, the service excel- 
lent and the. company great fun. Allan 
Simpson (N.S.W.) was heard playing the 
piano in the Governor’s Car in his usual 
great style and Joyce and Peter Cox (S.A.) 
watched the appropriate in-house video 
‘The Ghost and Mrs Muir’. When we went 
around a bend in the track, the vista of 35 
Silver Ghosts followng along behind us 
was, indeed, a sight to behold. 

Up to this point the major problem with “ 
our cars had been tyres. The Walters had ee = — , , 7 
experienced something like nine flats. The sa Me ae 
Hensbys and Forrests had each had their The Ghost Train, loaded and ready to roll. Normally, cars are carried on The Ghan on special 


share. Somewhere between Robe and double-deck rail wagons. The Ghosts were too tall for these so these flat-tops (normally used 
to carry containers) were pressed into Ghost Train service! 


Adelaide Tim Forrest, feeling thoroughly 
fed up, had abandoned a tyre on the road- 
side. A local, obviously thinking it was a 
an accidental loss, drove the many miles 
into Adelaide to return it! For this mis- 
demeanour Keith Wherry awarded Tim 
the ‘Environmental Terrorist Award’ at 
the Ayers House Dinner, together with a 
fine of $50 for the R.F.D.S ! 

A similar thing happened when Brian 
MacMahon’s 2009 had a spare wheel 
bounce off while it was on The Ghan. Once 
again it was returned to Alice Springs by a 
concerned motorist. How anyone could 
have chanced upon it in that vast empty 
wasteland between Port Augusta and Alice 
Springs must defy the laws of chance! 
Australian National Rail arranged for it to 
be promptly returned to Adelaide on the 
next Ghan. 


2133 (Keith Wherry & Marie Harland) loaded up and ready for the next exciting stage of the 
great adventure. Photo by Malcolm Johns. 
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From the Silver Ghost Association 
Founding Chairman 


The 1996 Australian Wholly Ghost Tour is probably the 
most memorable tour that Maggie and | were privileged to 
attend. The absolutely untouched beauty of Australia is really 
awesome. | think everyone was thoroughly impressed with 
Sydney Harbour, as well as the other cities we visited. 

Keith and Kerry did a monumental job in organising this 
Tour. It was so well planned from the very beginning. Of 
course, the trip on The Ghan train is something that may 
never again happen — an exclusive train for us with a 
continually open bar and 42 flat cars carrying ‘The Best Cars 
in the World’. Alice Springs seems to be in the middle of 
nowhere, and then to drive a further 200 miles deeper into 
the desert to Ayers Rock was an experience none of us will 
ever forget. We certainly got a wonderful overview of 
Australia — the food, the desert, the Aborigines. 

Though the 11 Ghosts from America didn't make it, the 
people did, and everyone had a wonderful time. Of course it 
would have been even better had we had our cars, but 
everyone was.so cordial in offering space in their cars for us, 
loaning cars, et al. | felt especially privileged in that Eric 
Rainsford loaned me his 1923 Ghost (26PK) to use as my 


own — and Keith loaned his huge Vintage landaulette 
(125AU). It was instant reorganisation that worked. | think 
that’s the spirit of the S.G.A. 

As Chairman Emeritus | received many accolades and 
much recognition for initiating the S.G.A. It has grown to be 
a factor for Ghosts in 18 countries. Much of the growth is due 
to our immediate past Chairman, fiesty Mary White, who 
really kept the wheels rolling. No pun intended, but the cars 
are so amazing that they just had to flourish with a little 
directional leadership and | am sure they will continue to go 
forward in the S.G.A. movement, now under Scott Isquick's 
able tutelage. 

On behalf of the S.G.A. I do want to thank Keith and Kerry 
Wherry and their entire Committee for all their efforts in 
providing a wonderful and memorable Wholly Ghost Tour in 
Australia. 


Millard Newman, 
Chairman Emeritus, 
Silver Ghost Association, 
Tampa, Florida. 


Nights to remember on the Wholly Ghost Tour, Australia 1996 


In ‘Black Tie’ 


Martin and I would not have visited Australia had it not been 
for the Silver Ghost Association. We joined forces with Richard 
and Ian Hensby and travelled in their handsome red 1912 Roi 
des Belges (1888). 

Sydney Harbour by night was our first ‘Black Tie’ evening 
— a tour of the Harbour in a catamaran, then mooring off the 
Opera House eating “‘yabbies” from a superb buffet. A splendid 
way to be introduced to Australia. 

On to Wollongong for the pre-Rally Masked Ball, our 
second ‘Black Tie’ evening. A truly magnificent evening with 
masks to match — clowns, birds, Phantoms and ahost of others. 
Bill Handcock sported a Rolls-Royce radiator, Norah a map of 
the world. John Marsh was a wiley old fox complete with 
‘brush’. The final evening in Wollongong was our third ‘Black 
Tie’ evening, with candelabra and ’30s decor — and life-size 
cut-outs of Ginger Rogers and Fred Astair. Kerry Wherry was 
the very humorous Master of Ceremonies and Keith Wherry 
was made an Honorary Life Member of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia. 

On through Canberra and Melbourne to Adelaide to don 
once more the ‘Black Tie’. On to the very gracious and historic 
Ayers House where dinner was taken in a vast conservatory. 
Keith fined Tim Forrest for dropping “litter”, presenting him 
with his discarded tyre which had been retrieved by a local 
farmer who, having found it by the roadside, thought it had 
come off by accident and drove 100 miles to Adelaide with it! 
Eric Rainsford’s Ghost was the centrepiece for the evening — 


an ‘exhibit supreme’. 

The Ghan train was ‘Black Tie’ venue number five. Travel- 
ling in great comfort, Mary Jo and Millard were the vocal 
cabaret artists accompanied by Allan Simpson, pianist. An 
experience to be believed and the Orient Express was put to 
shame! 

‘Black Tie’ in the desert?! Yes, at Ayers Rock, the ‘Dinner 
under the Stars’, where Tom Leake at 82 received his certificate 
for being the eldest to climb Ayers Rock. The cabaret was an 
excellent introduction to the stars by an excellent astrologer. 

Our seventh ‘Black Tie’ evening was the Finale Dinner in 
Sydney. Having had pre-dinner drinks at the R.A.C. Club we 
boarded a bus and were ferried out to a luxurious barge, 
overlooking the Opera House. The decor was Silver (Ghosts!) 
and Black. Very dramatic. 

Presentations were made to Ron Bonar for the longest drive, 
the brothers Wilson for the oldest Ghost (how well that car ran), 
Millard Newman for founding the S.G.A., and a prize for the 
Lady Drivers. I counted five. 

Throughout the Tour we collected donations to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service, totalling in excess of $30,000. 

What a wealth of memories. We will always remember the 
hospitality and friendship of the Australians. On day we’ll 
return (as the Australians say) no worries! 

Thank you Silver Ghost Association and Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia for five wonderful weeks. 

Julia Dawson (U.K.) 
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Report from 1717 
— one of the ‘Singapore Eleven’ 


After many months of preparation, 
test driving and test packing (which 
meant progressively reducing the 
amount of luggage!) we were finally 
ready to ship our Ghost to Australia for 
the Wholly Ghost Tour. To be sure og 
getting it to Sydney on time, our ship- 
per told us, the car would have to leave 
by the end of January. On Friday 
January 19th, on a cold, wet winter 
morning, 1717 was loaded into a 40- 
foot container together with Doug 
Magee’s 27LB, both cars looking 
picobello and humming excitedly as 
they were driven into the container. 
Little did they (or we) know what kind 
of voyage they were embarking on! 

Shortly before leaving for Australia 
towards the end of April we were 
shocked to receive the disturbing news 
that the ABC Container Line had gone 
bankrupt and m.v. Antwerpen with the 
eleven Ghosts from North America on 
board was held up in Singapore, 
anchored outside the harbour, awaiting 
court action. After lengthy telephone 
conversations back and forth between 
the eleven owners, with the shipping 
agent, the lawyers handling the 
bankruptcy and the Tour convenors in 
Sydney, the decision was made to 
proceed as planned, go to Sydney and, 
hopefully, try from there to get our cars 
released. 

As all Tour participants know, we 
did not succeed and, to our dismay, 
ended up renting a couple of modern 
cars for part of the Tour and sharing 
rides with more fortunate Ghost owners 
who, incidentally, were all extremely 
generous in letting us both ride and 
drive. It gave us the chance to try a lot 
of different Ghosts, which was a 
tremendous opportunity. But, of 
course, it was a great disappointment 
not to have our own cars. The joy of 
fettling your Ghost in the morning, get- 
ting it ready for the day’s touring, 
looking after it at the end of the day — 
all that obviously is missing. The male 
members of our team especially, Nic 
and Henrik, were missing the activities 
under the bonnet and floorboards. From 
time to time we had a taste of ‘the real 
thing’, as for instance when Keith 


Wherry kindly lent us his beautiful blue 
Hooper landaulette (125AU) which we 
drove through the red desert to Ayers 
Rock. It received all the tender loving 
care you lavish on a long awaited 
adopted child! 

Australia left a lasting impression 
on all three of us — what acountry! The 
colours that remain vivid on the retina 
are the red earth, the bright blue sky and 
the white gum trees with their silvery 
green leaves. The sky is higher and the 
light very special. 

The highlights of the Tour were the 
city of Sydney, the Opera House, the 
white surfing beaches, the Snowy 
Mountains, the small oasis of a 
temperate rain forest in Victoria, the 
Great Ocean Road, Adelaide with the 
most spectacular sunset ever, The 
Ghan, and the drive through the desert 
to Ayers Rock. 

And of course the clou was the fan- 
tastic ‘Dinner under the Stars’ in the 
desert! 

Little by little we got used to having 
the afternoon sun on the wrong side of 
the sky. Everything seemed upside- 
down in the beginning, seen through 
Northern Hemisphere eyes. Henrik 
even observed that the bath water ran 
the opposite way down the drain in the 
bathtub — an observation that fas- 
cinated Lynn Boynton! 

We flew home from Alice Springs 
via Sydney, San Francisco and New 
York, and never stopped talking about 
our Australian adventure. 

Our sincere thanks go to all the nice 
people who joined us on the Tour from 
various regions of Australia and the 
world, to all our friends who shared 
their cars with the ‘Singapore Eleven’, 
to the organisers of the Federal Rally in 
Wollongong and, most of all, to our 
charming Tour Convenors Keith and 
Kerry Wherry, who deserve endless 
praise for their faultless organisation 
and high spirits. The hospitality we met 
from all sides was warm and spon- 
taneous and something we shall never 
forget. 

It will not be our last trip Down 
Under — and we will catch you later! 

Birte Moller (Netherlands Antilles) 


Ghosts to 
Outback Australia 


We're going on a Rally to ’Stralia 
Geared up in our motoring regalia 
But our friends from U.S. 

Are real sad, I guess 

As their shipping became a great failure. 


We’re enjoying our wonderful Rally, 
And everyone’s getting most pall 
But luggage and laundry 

Are very extraordinary 

And driving the ladies doolally. 


We’re on a most marvellous Rally 
Where everyone is very pally 

Sir Henry’s great Ghosts 

Traverse deserts and coasts 

Only tyres need changing regularly. 


We’ ve been on a stupendous Rally 
With everyone exceptionally pally 
Champagne corks have been popping 
And kangaroos hopping 

Now we’re all going home gradually. 


We’ ve had a most memorable Rally 
And everyone was very pally 

Many thanks Keith and Kerry 

You made it so merry 

We'll remember it always, naturally. 


Patricia Watson (U.K.) 


There was a young man named Brian, 
Who one day thought he was flyin’. 
He sped through a town, 

And was quickly flagged down, 
And ended up getting a fine! 


Jo Wootton (U.K.) 


We’d a wonderful time in Australia 
With our motoring paraphenalia 
Sincere thanks Keith and Kerry 
You made it so merry 


It certainly wasn’t a failure. 


Patricia Watson (U.K.) 
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Included in the train consist was the Governor's Car. This vehicle, dating from the same era as the Silver Ghosts, provided a suitably olde worlde 
atmosphere for the Wholly Ghost Tourists and is equipped with a piano and a bar. Photos by Allan Simpson. 


I think a large proportion of the 
population of Alice Springs was out to 
greet us (or rather our cars) as we arrived 
the next day. For several miles out level 
crossings were lined with photographers 
beside or on top of their cars. The Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service had organised a barbeque lunch on 
the station to raise more money and once 
again there were many photo opportunities 
as the flatbeds were shunted back and 
forth. I saw Marilyn Forward (S.A.) very 
busy with her camera. Marilyn and David 
were travelling with Brian MacMahon in 
2009. At the unloading it was noted that 
Anne & John Hunt (Vic.), who were ac- 
, companied by their friends Merle & Don 

ee “i p “ | Peel, had obviously equipped their 88LK 
~~ ; ‘lve aa) y well for the outback conditions, with an 
Relieved to see all the Ghosts loaded and attatched to the rear of The Ghan, Stewart Evison impressive-looking radiator guard. Many 
(U.K.), George Blenkhorn (Vic.) and Chris Lambert (U.K.) are ready to board. of us (and not just the 58 overseas Tourists) 


had our first taste of buffalo, camel, 
Left to right: Marienne Vawser (N.S.W.), Norah Vincent (N.S.W.), Val Keogh (W.A.), Kay Inder crocodile, emu and kangaroo at the Over- 
(N.S.W.), Bryan Inder (N.S.W.) and John Vawser (N.S.W.). Photo by Allan Simpson. 
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lander Steak House at dinner that night. 
And, by now, the overseas guests were 
beginning to understand Kerry’s instruc- 
tion to “Bring your own blowies!” It was 
here that we Gillings realised we had 
trouble with the front bearing in 1492. We 
decided not to attempt to drive her the 267 
miles to Uluru and were fortunate enough 
to have the use of Laurie Ogle’s Jaguar. 
Unfortunately the Centre was not nearly as 
hot as we had anticipated. We left Alice 
some hours after the Ghosts and arrived at 
the half-way point, Erldunda, at about 3 
p.m. The lady in the coffee shop told me 
she had never seen so many people who 
were literally blue from the cold. “I’ve 
never sold so many cups of hot soup”, she 
= said. I think Roy Jeffrey, Don Hogan and 
their passengers were very pleased they 
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were not in a tourer. Another unhappy 
sight at the service station was Richard 
Hensby (U.K.), his son Ian and Julia & 
Martin Dawson (U.K.) underneath 1888 
(all of them?! — Ed.) with a suspected 
seized diff. Unable to offer any practical 
assistance, we continued on to the Yulara 
Resort where we learnt that sadly both 
1888 and 2087E of Carol & John Ogden 
(U.K.) would have to be transported back 
to Sydney. The Wagstaffs’ 32LM was also 
to become a casualty being unable to con- 
tinue because of a burnt piston. 

None of this stopped us enjoying the 
beautiful scenery at Uluru. Barrie, Chris 
and I braved a 1°C temperature to see the 
Rock at dawn (mind you we were still in 
Laurie’s Jaguar with heater). The Gillings 
were happy to seize upon the wish of the 
local aborigines to avoid having to climb 
it. However, 82-year-old Tom Leake 
(U.K.) did get to the top and has a certifi- 
cate to prove it. Tom and Betty toured with 
their daughters and sons-in-law Ruth & 
Stuart Evison (U.K.) and Susan & George 
Blenkhorn (Vic.). 

Wednesday night was to be another 
black tie affair at the “Dinner Under the 
Stars”. There was a lot of conferring 
during the day as to how we were going to 
keep warm and, since we had been advised 
to wear sensible shoes, what would be 
suitable footwear. A few pacts were made 
among the ladies to forgo evening gowns 
in favour of slacks and wooly jumpers. 
Aniece Lassiter, Mary Rowan and Cleo 
Stroman all followed this sensible course 
but I had planned an outfit in the colours 
of the Aboriginal flag and was determined 
to wear it. Jo Wootton (U.K.) also braved 
the cold in a glamorous gown. 

In the early evening we were driven by 
bus to an open area in the scrub with the 
Rock asa backdrop. At least, two bus loads 
of us were. The third bus driver missed his 
turn and dropped his passengers some dist- 
ance away so that they had to bush-bash to 
the dinner site. Could it really have been 
five miles as Liz Milverton claimed? Some 
clever improvisation meant that the whole 
evening turned out to be a lot of fun. I saw 
Rex Vincent seemingly immaculate until 
you noticed his red earth covered sneakers. 
Simon Elliot and Barry Love (South 
Africa) had chosen the same footwear. 
Tim Forrest was sporting an Argyle pat- 
terned jumper with his dinner suit while 
Jim Redman had put his black overalls 
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31EU (Harry & Patricia Watson, U.K.) pushing The Ghan through the desert towards Alice 
Springs. Photo taken by Bryan Inder from the observation lounge car on the rear of the 
passenger-carrying part of the very long train. 


es 


Using the same vantage point, Allan Simpson took this shot of the Ghosts trailing into the distance 
on the rear of The Ghan. 


The Lounge Car on The Ghan. From left to right: Jack Godfrey (N.S.W.), Kay Inder (N.S.W.), 
John Vawser (N.S.W.), Lachlan Ely (Vic.), Liz Milverton (N.S.W.), John Milverton (N.S.W.), 
Graham Mead (U.K.), Kerry Wherry (Vic.), Mery! Godfrey (N.S.W.), Bruce Bagley (N.S.W.), Helen 
Bagley (N.S.W.) and, behind the screen on the left, Barbara Mead (U.K.) and Sylvia Garrett 
(N.Z.). Photo by Barrie Gillings. 
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Tributes 


Space constraints preclude publication of all the letters that poured in after the Tour. These represent a mere sampling of the accolades. 


Dear Keith, 

First let me thank you for organising such a wonderful Tour. 
The experience of a lifetime that | doubt will be matched at any 
time in the future. It had so many high points such as the train 
ride, dinner in the desert, etc. that one could recount to friends 
that it will never be surpassed. 

We all appreciate your and Kerry's hard work that went into 
making it such a resounding success. How on earth you did 
so much on such a small budget is incredible. For value for 
money it matched the original purchase of Manhattan from the 
native Americans. 

Please pass on our thanks to Kerry for her part in making 
the Tour so memorable. 


Brian, Tae Soo & Richard Staples, 
Surrey, England 


Dear Keith and Kerry, 

What a wonderful trip you organised for us all — we really 
did enjoy it and thank you both very much indeed for all the 
work and organisation that went into it. 

We have fond memories, lots of new friends and some 
wonderful photos! It will be fun meeting up again and exchang- 
ing pictures. 

We do hope to see you in the U.K. some time — there is 
always B & B here — lots of room and plenty of “toys” to play 
with! 


David & Rosie Robson, 
Sussex, England 


Dear Kerry and Keith, 

Thank you both so much for providing us with a trip of a 
lifetime. We enjoyed every minute; well, not every minute — 
not the breakdown! We really appreciated the endless organis- 
ation and time you both put in. Please pass that also to Norah, 
Rex and Rory. 

You know where we are if you should find yourselves in the 
North of England. 


Carol & John Ogden, 
Yorkshire, England 


Dear Keith, 

It truly was a splendid rally and you are to be congratulated 
on such a tremendous feat. The memories will be with us 
forever (or until Alzheimers!) — meanwhile, we hope to see 
you in Perth in April 97. 


Val Keogh, 
Western Australia 


Dear Keith, 
Just a few lines to thank you for organising such a super 
Wholly Ghost Tour. We very much appreciate all the hard work 


you did and believe that it must be classed as one of the 
‘greats’! We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and are now getting 
to grips with the fact that we actually visited Ayers Rock in our 
own Ghost. Quite something! 

Well, | expect things are quietening down for you now after 
the Tour; we certainly missed the company of everybody for a 
few days after. 

Hope to see you before too long and let us know when you 
next get over to England. 

Once again, very many thanks for all your help and hard 
work for what was a rally not to be forgotten. 


Jo & Brian Wootton, 
Surrey, England 


Dear Keith, 

| am writing to say how much Naelo and | enjoyed our trip 
to Central Australia with the Wholly Ghost Tour. This was our 
first visit to that part of Australia, and to be able to travel in such 
unique style and in such pleasant company made it an 
absolutely unforgettable experience. 
Organising such an event, involving so many people and such 
long distances, must have been a formidable undertaking and 
we feel that you deserve sincere congratulations for the way 
in which everything worked out. 

Weare sure that the overseas visitors have taken with them 
some very happy memories of Australia. 


Brian Jenkins, 
New South Wales 


Dear Keith, 

What a great time we had on the Wholly Ghost Tour. Many, 
many congratulations are due to you and Kerry for master- 
minding the event. 

What can | say that is not going to be reiterated a hundred 
times over? There are so many things that stick in my memory 
but | think principally the terrific sense of camaraderie that 
pervaded the whole Tour must be mentioned. It is unfortunate 
that this was partially engendered by the fact that the American 
Ghosts were missing and we had closer contact with their 
owners than we may have done had they had their cars. | 
would also like to congratulate them on their resilience and 
cheerfulness in the most unfortunate circumstances. 

Although we had visited Australia previously, this time we 
had the opportunity to visit places we may otherwise never 
have seen and which may be denied the average tourist. | also 
had experiences that could only happen in Australia. | will 
never forget the feat of preparing for a black tie dinner in the 
close confines of The Ghan. What fun that was and what price 
the Orient Express when you have experienced this?! 

I'll never forget also Harry’s expression (and expletives) 
when he realised that he really was having a black tie dinner 
in the desert and that it wasn't a big hoax! What a magical 
evening that was. You felt you could touch the stars and take 
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one home — and that wasn’t entirely to do with the 
champagne. 

Although all the scenery and different aspects of the 
country were superb, | loved the Great Ocean Road and the 
unusual and interesting places where we stayed. | quite 
looked forward to finding out what each would be like and the 
variety never failed to amaze me. One criticism — | wish more 
baths were installed in bathrooms as well as showers! 
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Above all, the welcomes that we received, particularly in 
the smaller communities, and the incredible generosity of the 
Australians have to be recorded as first class. Never was 
fund-raising so painless. The R.F.D.S. is an emotive charity 
and the Australian public are appreciative and supportive. 


Patricia Watson, 
Cheshire, England 


... and letters to the Editor 


We'd like to express our appreciation to Keith Wherry, to 
Kerry Wherry, and to ai// the Australians who made the 
R.R.O.C.A./S.G.A. Outback Wholly Ghost Tour such a 
remarkable experience for us. 

The welcome that we received was overwhelming. When 
29 people arrive minus 11 cars the potential for chaos is great. 
The group rose to the challenge. Two Australians, Laurie Ogle 
and Rex Vincent, loaned their modern cars for the entire trip. 
Everyone, Australian and British, cleared their back seats (yea 
for the luggage van!) so we could ride in Ghosts. The owners 
even shared the driving! It was truly a welcome and an event 
we'll never forget. 

The large variety of experiences on the Tour also made it 
memorable. The cities — Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and ‘The Alice’ all had their own uniqueness and 
were quite a contrast to Broken Hill and the small communities 
of the Outback. 

The Great Ocean Road, the Princes Highway, and the 
roads through the Blue Mountains into Jenolan Caves were 
awe inspiring and filled with new vistas on every turn; quite the 
opposite of the long drive across the Outback where for three 
days we saw miles and miles of red dirt and scrub plants. 
Wallabies, foxes and emus provided extra little surprises. 

Ample time was provided at outstanding wildlife parks 
where we could see wildlife unique to Australia. How many of 
us knew there were so many kinds of kangaroo? Or that 
Koalas only eat certain types of Eucalyptus? Or that there 
even existed the little Echidna? 

Visiting the Outback School of the Air and the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service Operation Centre was another unique ex- 
perience. Selling Tour Programs and financially supporting the 
R.F.D.S. added another dimension to our trip. Sausage 
Sizzles on the platforms of train depots were totally new to us. 

Six black tie dinners in five weeks was another new ex- 
perience. For us, the best of these was at Ayers Rock where 
buses took us out to the desert. As we disembarked we were 
greeted with a glass of champagne. Dinner was an elegant 
affair under the stars of the southern sky. The after dinner 
lecture on the southern constellations and the brilliant night 
sky with no light pollution made this evening awesome. When 
we took Lynn’s tux to the cleaner's it smelled of wood fires and 
was covered with red outback dirt. I'm sure they wondered 
where it had been! 

After many days of driving, some days nearly 300 miles, 
The Ghan was a respite we were all ready for. Such a trip! 
Imagine yourself dressed in your formal evening wear, travel- 
ling along at 60-70 m.p.h. and the bar is open and free all 


evening. Ask for a glass of wine and you're given the bottle! 
The party spirit and the camaraderie of people from across the 
world just grew and grew. 

The finale dinner aboard a gaily decorated yacht in Sydney 
Harbour was a fitting conclusion to this great adventure: good 
food, great friends, spirited bidding for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service auction, warm and sincere thank yous. No-one 
missed a trick. 

Our sincere thanks to Keith, Kerry, and all who helped 
make the Australian adventure so successful. 


Lynn & Jacquie Boynton, 
Ohio, U.S.A. 


There are so many memories of the Australian Wholly 
Ghost Tour that it is difficult to pick out any particular one. We 
did meet and make a lot of new friends. 

Our car arrived back in the U.K. in more or less the same 
condition as it left. We covered some 4,100 miles in Australia, 
the car therefore travelling some 32,000 miles in total — 4,100 
by road, approximately 2,500 by rail and 24,000 by sea. 

One particular incident that | remember was that just before 
arriving in Adelaide we had a rear wing stay break (non-Rolls- 
Royce part). | thought i would do a “baling wire” repair, and 
whilst carrying out this repair an old friend of our’s from the 
1988 Australian Bi-Centennial Rally, Ray Pank, came up and 
asked what was adrift. After explaining our problem he intro- 
duced me to David Vynall of Adelaide, who very kindly 
suggested that if | removed the rear wing and the offending 
broken stay, he would collect me from the Armoury car park 
in Adelaide and drive me to his residence, where a colleague 
of his constructs new penny farthing bicycles and who would 
be able to effect a permanent repair. 

Mr Vynall duly collected both me and the part, put the work 
in hand, and whilst we were waiting very kindly showed me 
around his extremely interesting car collection, including two 
Silver Ghosts and several other vintage and veteran vehicles, 
some owned originally by his father. A perfect repair was 
made, up to Rolls-Royce standards, and | was delivered back 
to the hotel at Glenelg by David. | was able to refit the wing 
the following day. A perfect example of the help and con- 
sideration shown by the Australians we met. 

Trusting this anecdote may be of interest, and hope to see 
you on the 1997 Scottish Rally. 


Brian & Jo Wootton, 
Surrey, England. 
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From left to right: Norah Vincent (N.S.W.), Rex Vincent (N.S.W.), Barbara Mead (U.K.) and Kay Inder (N.S.W.). 


ben 


Simon Elliott (N.S.W.) on The Ghan, indicating the size of steak he Sing-along in the Governor's Car. Allan Simpson (N.S.W.) tickling the 
would like for dinner. ivories. Others are, left to right: Millard Newman (U.S.A.), Naelo Jenkins 
(N.S.W.), Brian Jenkins (N.S.W.), Mary Jo Heckman (U.S.A.), Keith 
Wherry (N.S.W.), Carol D’Argent (N.S.W.), Doug White (U.S.A.), Don 
Hogan (N.S.W.). 


Left to right: Doug Magee, Maggie Newman and Tom Heckman, all Silver Ghost Association Chairman Emeritus Millard Newman (U.S.A.) 
fram the U.S.A., in the Governor's car. in full voice, accompanied by our own Allan Simpson. 
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37PB (John Bentley, U.K.) on the road. Photo 
by Allan Simpson. 
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View from 2133 (Keith Wherry) overtaking 2320E (Ken & Judy Russell, Vic.) U.K. Ghosts at Ayers Rock, from leftto right: 11AB(TomLeake), ——i| 
en route from Alice Springs to Ayers Rock. Photo by Allan Simpson. 128EM (James Soens), 2079 (David Robson). Photo by Gil 


Ralph. | 


U.K.), 104EU (Brian & Jo Wootton, U.K.), 49FW (Peter & Joyce Cox, S.A.), 12HG (Bryan & Kay Inder, N.S.W.). Photo by 


Ghostly line-up at Ayers Rock, from left to right: 62FW (Graham & Dorothy Singer, Qid.), 31EU (Harry & Patricia Watson, | 
Bryan Inder. j 


over his evening shirt and then put his 
dinner suit on over that! Kerry was wearing 
long multi-coloured leggings under her 
long black skirt and Lachlan Ely wore his 
jeans with his dinner jacket. Nearly 
everyone had brought a parka or a 
‘Drizabone’ with them and we all ended up 
wearing them. We sat with Victorians 
Sheila & Brian Harper, Jenny & Michael 
Farrell and Katie & Damon Stynes (who 
pretended not to be shocked by Barrie 
eating his dinner with his gloves on). After 
dinner all the lights were extinguished and 
we were able to appreciate the splendor of 
night sky in that unpolluted environment. 
Thad never seen so much Milky Way. With 
the use of a spotlight which, I think was 
housed in a cut-away kerosene tin, our 
guide took us on a tour of the heavens 
which I found breathtaking. 

Back in Alice Springs, on our last night 
in the Centre, a number of us visited a small 
restaurant and museum (whose name es- 
capes me) in which a Ghost 32EE, the 
former Connellan Ghost of Connellan Air- 
ways fame, is being restored and which, 
unfortunately, will eventually end up on 
static display at the Alice Springs airport 
(see P.3-96, p.2752. — Ed.) 

Barrie made the executive decision not 
to risk any permanent damage to 1492 by 
driving her from Port Augusta to Sydney 
but rather to ship her back from Adelaide. 
This was accomplished with the kind 
assistance of Peter Cox. The reloading of 
the cars on the Ghan was again an interest- 
ing exercise and the trip back just as 
enjoyable as the first except that some of 
our number had left us directly from Alice. 
Paul and Ron Brunner (California), the 
Mellers (Curacao) and Morris Franklin 
(Texas) flew home but Barbara & Graham 
Mead headed north to Darwin and then 
down the west coast to Perth. Caaren Cruse 
and Morris Franklin Sr had already 
returned to the U.S.A. Gayle Johnstone 
also had to return home for work commit- 
ments, but Woody stayed on to co-drive 
with Ron Bonar. When I last saw the 
Meads they they were disappearing into 
the sunset with an Overlanders Steakhouse 
wobble board strapped to the back of their 
trunk. These two have covered many 
thousands of miles in their Ghost 3PK and 
their travels so far have been covered in 
PRAECLARUM. They will have another 
great story to tell after they have completed 
their proposed trip across Canada and the 
United States. Meanwhile, down in Port 
Augusta Lyel Murrell, Peter Lamb and 
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Bruce Gibbs (all from N.S. W.) were wait- 
ing for us. 

With several cars now out of action a 
number of former drivers had become 
passengers. We were all thinking about the 
long distances to be travelled in the next 
few days and so Barrie had no trouble 
finding a ride as co-driver with Peter 
Channing in 79RM and Chris the same 
with Rory Poland in 106AG. Elaine & Jim 
Soens (U.K.) in 128EM and Rhonda & 
Neville Vassallo (N.S.W.) in 158BW were 
also glad to have the company of some of 
their new friends. I rode with Malcolm 
Johns and Laurie Ogle in 22NK which 
made excellent time to Broken Hill. We 
stopped about half-way for fuel and a 
quick bite of lunch in the small town of 
Yunta. There was the usual group of men 
standing around admiring the car. I 
watched from the sidelines as Malcolm 
fuelled the car. Malcolm started the engine 
and paused for a cockpit check. “Oh, 
dear!” I thought “He’s stalled. How 
embarassing. It always happens in front of 
an audience.” Then with Malcolm calmly 
looking over his left shoulder, 22NK 
glided silently backwards into a parking 
spot. It really must be the quietest Ghost in 
the world. 

In Broken Hill Anna Channing and I 
went with Allan Simpson in his Toyota 
Tarago to visit the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and then to Pro Hart’s gallery 
before going on to Cobar. Fiona & George 
Forbes left us here and headed home to 
prepare for a motor racing event the 
following weekend. 

I don’t think it was ever decided which 
was the most boring drive — Port Augusta 
to Broken Hill or Broken Hill to Cobar. It 
got really exciting, however, if you were 
still on the road after sundown when you 
learnt that all the horror stories about 
kangaroos, emus and other wildlife being 
on the roads at dusk are true! Just ask Rex 
Vincent. As luck would have it, when we 
arrived in Cobar, we found that the Cobar 
Show was on and so our overseas friends 
were able to see, amongst other things, 
some sheep shearing and something of life 
in the Far West. 

Dubbo was a much shorter distance 
away and this gave many people some 
much needed time for servicing their cars 
on the Monday afternoon and allowed 
Chris time to organise a room where those 
interested could watch the State of Origin 
Rugby League match. The Americans 
were mystified, the New South Welsh- 
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persons jubilant and Dorothy and Graham 
Singer (Qld.) disgusted. However they 
cheered up next day with a visit to the 
Dubbo Plains Zoo and an excellent lunch 
at Jinchilla Gardens. 

Rosie Robson and Susie Forrest had 
suggested that the ladies should drive from 
Dubbo to Molong. Kay Marsh, Jo Woot- 
ton, Patricia Watson, Sheila Harper and 
Kerry Wherry all drove this section and 
Graham Singer was kind enough to let me 
take the wheel of 62FW. In Molong we 
were once again treated to a sumptuous 
morning tea with proceeds going to the 
R.F.D.S. Quite a number of local motor- 
ing enthusiasts had turned out in some 
interesting cars to meet us. Of particular 
interest was an elderly gentleman who had 
come into town especially to see the 
Wilsons and their car, and to show them a 
photograph of 747 (wearing a different 
body) taken in 1938 when he owned it! 

Unfortunately, in Oberon, we took a 
wrong turning and so took the even steeper 
road down to Jenolan Caves. I was very 
happy [had retired to the back seat and that 
62FW was in Graham’s capable hands 
down that winding road to Caves House. 
There was a roaring fire waiting for us on 
what was to be the last night of the Tour. 
The general feeling was that we couldn’t 
be bothered getting changed for dinner and 
so we all gathered for drinks in on of the 
lounges by the staircase in our driving 
clobber. However, one by one people 
appeared on the stairs all spruced up and to 
be greeted with cheers and applause from 
the rest of us. 

Although the next day we returned to 
various parts of Sydney, we knew we 
would all meet up again for the final dinner 
on board ‘The Pontoon’. And what a 
finish! Norah and Rex had surpassed them- 
selves. Lavish table decorations, silver 
decor and everyone in a nostalgic but 
happy mood. 

Although the Tour had been in no way 
a trial or a concours, there were three 
awards presented. One went to Millard 
Newman in recognition of his founding of 
the Silver Ghost Association which has 
rekindled so much interest in Silver 
Ghosts. Another went to Ron Bonar from 
Dundee in Scotland for being the person 
who had travelled the longest distance to 
join the Tour and the third to Walter 
Wilson whose 747 now holds the record 
for being the oldest Ghost ever to reach 
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Derby Silver Ghosts, as opposed to those built at the Springfield factory, were rarely fitted with American coachwork. 
However, 20TB (Chris & Mary Lambert, U.K.) was fitted from new with touring coachwork Brewster, for a U.S. owner. It is 
seen here at Ayers Rock. The apparent ants climbing the Rock are Wholly Ghost Tourists! Photo by Gil Ralph. 


The engine is all that is known to have survived of 60 747, delivered to 
A.J. Staughton of Terang, Victoria, in 1908. The engine formed the basis 104EU (Brian & Jo Wootton, U.K.), with Ayers Rock as a backdrop. | 
of this fine re-creation, using many period components. Owned and Photo by Jo Wootton. 

driven on the W.G.T. by Walter Wilson (Northern Ireland). Gil Ralph photo. 


These two Silver Shadows, SRH1045 (Keith Preston) and CRH3438 (Don Craggs) showed themselves to be extremely 
worthy descendants of the Silver Ghost by covering the 1,000 miles from Darwin to Alice Springs in 10 hours driving time! 
Now 30 years old, SRH1045 was the 45th Shadow series car built. CRH3438 is an example of H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward's I 
lovely two-door coachwork and is also nudging 30 years young. The two intrepid Northern Territory Sub-Branch members 


drove (one could say they flew) down from Darwin to meet and dine with the W.G.T. people. Photo by Keith Preston (N.T.). 
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Looking like large rocks on the roadside, in fact the 
Olgas are huge rocks in the distance behind 12HG 
(Bryan & Kay Inder, N.S.W.). Photo by Bryan Inder, 


‘The Sounds of Silence’ dinner under the stars. 
Paul Brunner (California) and Gil Ralph (Vic.). 


Main picture: 22NK (Malcolm Johns, N.S.W.) at the Olgas, a less well-known rock formation Kerry Wherry and Lachlan Ely (Vic.) braving the 
that Ayers Rock but perhaps equally remarkable. Photo by Malcolm Johns. Oesert cold. In the right background are Birte 
Maller (Curagao) and Norah Handcock (U.K.). 


Millard Newman (Florida), Rex Vincent (N.S.W.) and Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.) at the ‘Sounds 
of Silence’ dinner under the stars. Which particular Ghost tool is that in Barrie's dinner jacket 
pocket? Photo by Chris Gillings. 
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Left to right: Jim Soens U.K.), Jacquie & Lynn Boynton (Ohio), Doug & Mary White (North John Hunt (Vic.) in full Clan regalia, and wife 
Carolina), at the ‘Sounds of Silence’ dinner in the desert. Anne. 


otis 
Harry & Patricia Watson UW. K.). That’s one of the o open fires in the 
background — Harry's head is not on fire! 


eas ein Ls zai ita a as 4 
The view from 2133 (Keith Wherry) on the road from Ayers Rock back 
to Alice Springs. Photo by Allan Simpson. 


62FW (Graham & Dorothy Singer, Qid.) at the South Australia iy New Seath Wales patel, ienet by Allan Simpson. 
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Ayer’s Rock. Rosie Robson made sure that 
the lady drivers were suitably honoured 
and encouraged with small gifts. The usual 
but very heartfelt thank yous were said to 
Kerry and Keith Wherry, Rory Poland and 
Norah & Rex Vincent for their mega- 
effort. 

It was a fitting end to what I can only 
describe as the Tour of a Lifetime. 


Photographs from Keith Wherry and 
by Wholly Ghost Tourists as 
individually acknowledged 


Right: Dubbo open-range Zoo. Tom & Mary 
Jo Heckman (Pennsylvania), Marienne Vaw- 
ser (N.S.W.) and Kay Inder (N.S.W.). 


(VICTORIA BITTER (3 


The Trangie Hotel, Trangie, N.S.W. 125AU (Keith Wherry, N.S.W.) and 76JG (Lachlan Ely & Kerry Wherry) at Dubbo Zoo. Kerry to the right of 
2018 (Bill & Norah Handcock, U.K.) ready for the off. the picture. 


ing. 


i a 
At the Finale Dinner, from the U.K., John Bentley, Karen Walters and 
John Ogden ... 


At the Royal Automobile Club, Sydney, from left to right: Richard Hensby, Mary Ogden, lan Hensby, Brian 
Staples, Bill Handcock, Erica Forrest, all from the U.K. 
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“There were, of course, lots of tyre problems, but then th 
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e Rolls-Royce folk do not make tyres”. 62LK (Roy Jeffery, N.S.W.) 


Photo by Allan Simpson. 


Ghost Busting (and fixing) 


A report on some Third Australian Wholly Ghost Tour mechanical irregularities 


It is an aphorism that Rolls-Royce 
motor cars run forever, and many still 
believe that the engines are “sealed” and 
may only be adjusted by properly certified 
Rolls-Royce mechanics. We owners know 
better. Our cars do have problems, some- 
times very expensive ones, but we keep 
quiet about these, the way, a generation or 
so ago, we kept quiet about children born 
out of wedlock. 

But they usually run very well indeed, 
particularly the Silver Ghost. A classic 
example was Neil Collins’ 1920 tourer 
(94FW), which, with co-driver Peter 
Lamb, completed a 16,000 kilometre 
London-Beijing rally with just one 
mechanical problem — a broken magneto 
rotor bolt. Kerry Wherry, in her 
PRAECLARUM report on the ‘Alpine 93’ 
rally (p.2264) remarked that “not one car 
dropped out with mechanical failure ... 
surely no other model, much less any other 
make, could emulate this feat”. Amen to 
that. There were, of course, lots of tyre 
problems, but then the Rolls-Royce folk do 
not make tyres. 

The Third Australian Wholly Ghost 
Tour was comparable in car numbers to the 
’93 Alpine, but more than twice as long, 


By Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.) 


and the driving conditions were quite dif- 
ferent, and in some respects much harder 
on the cars and drivers. There also seemed 
to be a lot more mechanical problems, and 
seven cars did not complete the Tour. 

We were fortunate in having a wealth 
of Silver Ghost experience and expertise 


among the Tour participants. In the spirit 
of the Seminar discussions at the 1996 
Federal Rally, this report attempts to docu- 
ment some of the problems encountered on 
the Wholly Ghost Tour together with some 
of the solutions suggested by this body of 
experts. Most worked, but there were some 


The superfluous Silver Ghost Tappet Adjustment Party. From left: the Author, preaching to 
Woody Johnston who is adjusting tappets, Adrian West (holding spanner) and Ron Bonar 


and minds to fix them! 


that did not. Any additional suggestions, 
advice or corrections would be most wel- 
come. Names and chassis numbers have 
been omitted to protect the embarrassed, 
but the author would be happy to put any 
serious enquirer in touch with the owner(s) 
who had the experience. 

The first seven problems were terminal: 

1; Failed engine bearings. This 
withdrawal could have been a result of 
unaccustomed long periods of continuous 
high speed (e.g. 267 miles to and from 
Ayers Rock). A good prophylactic would 
be to add a Teflon preparation (Nulon, 
Slick) to the engine oil. Another sugges- 
tion: remove your lead boots, and wear 
slippers instead. 

2: Burnt valves and seats. This occur- 
red in a newly rebuilt engine. There is no 
specific Silver Ghost valve stem lubrica- 
tion other than from oil leaks. This is not a 
problem in a worn engine, because there is 
usually oil everywhere. With new valves 
and tight valve guides, a daily squirt of oil, 
plus maybe a smear of molybdenum 
sulphide- or Teflon-impregnated grease, 
or better still, the new, high temperature 
Molycote P74 should keep them moving. 
Ignore the recommended 2 thou. valve 
clearance, which leaves no room for error. 
Make it about six thou. Better some tappet 
noise than exhaust gases burning an un- 
closed valve and seat. 

3: A seized differential. This trouble 
is almost unheard of in SGs. A lack of oil 
could cause bearing failure, but not in this 
meticulously maintained vehicle. Here is 
an hypothesis: This car suffered a broken 
rear spring bolt while on The Ghan flat- 
cars, leaving the chassis resting on the rear 
axle with no springing at all. Many of us 


When problems arose with the Ghosts on the Tour, there was never a shortage of willing hands 
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checking the flatcars from the rear obser- 
vation car were alarmed at how they 
swayed and bumped. The vehicles on them 
looked as if they were running along a 
rough country road. A thousand kilometres 
or so of unilateral springing would have 
had the tailshaft rotating back and forth, 
but without the crown wheel rotating to 
distribute oil. This could have fretted the 
bearings. Just a thought! 

4: A failed overdrive unit. Overdrives 
allow SGs to travel at modern highway 
speeds without stressing an engine 
designed for more leisurely motoring. 
They thus help us preserve our valuable 
heritage items yet still get to our destina- 
tions before sunset. However, the designs 
are not yet fully refined and occasionally 
fail. They also do not like going back- 
wards while engaged. 

5: Overheating engine. Excess heat in 
newly restored engines restored engines is 
produced by friction from new bearings, 
pistons and valves. The engine is often so 
tight it can not be hand-cranked. If this is 
your problem, add Nulon or Slick to the 
engine oil and take a few long, gentle runs 
with plenty of speeding up and slowing 
down. Leave the car parked on a hill for 
easy roll starting the next day. Remember 
that your restored engine may have stood 
idle for months or even years while the 
body was being built, and the radiator may 
be gunked up when you finally do drive the 
vehicle. Or you may (shock, horror) have 
had your engine restored by someone who 
bead-blasted it and failed to remove all the 
glass beads. This is the mechanical 
equivalent of your eating a broken glass 
sandwich and was the unfortunate ex- 
perience of one participant. Other causes 
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of overheating are: valve timing out a few 
teeth; spark timing incorrect; mixture too 
lean; water pump worn or slipping on the 
shaft; blocks filled with layers of cor- 
rosion; fanbelt slipping; fan blade angle 
too shallow, and so on. One WGT par- 
ticipant solved his overheating problem by 
propping the bonnet sides open with spe- 
cially made aluminium blocks to improve 
airflow and completed the Tour success- 
fully. 

6: Overheating gearbox. When very 
hot oil dribbles out of a correctly filled 
gearbox and you burn your finger if you 
touch it, you know something is wrong. 
And if the Alnico bar magnet you have 
fitted in the gearbox drain plug has col- 
lected a hairdo of metal filings, (see photo) 
it is highly likely that your gears are fret- 
ting, figuratively and technically, and the 
bearings are not rotating as they should. If 
they seize, they will damage their hous- 
ings, if not irreparably, then at least 
hideously expensively. The cure is to ship 
the car home, replace all seven bearings 
(available ex-stock in 24 hours for $400) 
and the occasional worn gear (two for 
$900) and look forward with confidence to 
another 40 years of trouble free gearbox 
performance. There is no alternative. 

7: A serious oil leak. Often bystanders 
will draw owners’ attention to puddles of 
oil under parked Silver Ghosts. Your 
response should be “‘that’s not a real leak, 
that’s just a little dribble” or “that’s how I 
know there is enough oil in the sump”. If 
you are as stupid as the writer, you may 
accept large oil leaks as normal, until you 
finally check and find that four sump bolts 
have somehow become loose and have 
remained so for ten years. There is, how- 
ever, a real possibility, and a likely one in 
this withdrawal, that the valve at the rear 
end of the crankshaft, which releases a few 
drops of oil to lubricate the clutch lining 
every time the clutch is fully depressed, is 
not sealing. Oil then leaks out constantly 
and goes everywhere. 

The woollen ‘worsted’ plug in front of 
the valve is meant to reduce this oil flow. 
In time, the wool degenerates and can get 
under the valve seat and stop it seating. The 
leak can be reduced by adjusting the oil 
pump relief valve so that the engine oil 
pressure is around 10 pounds per square 
inch. Or you could try removing the 
clutch/gearbox coupling and removing the 
tappet rod “EDIFY” which opens the 
valve. Replacing the worsted plug and 
reseating the valve is not a ‘Rally’ type job. 
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A permanent solution is to seal the hole off 
altogether and lubricate the clutch with 
occasional oil injections. But you can also 
ignore the problem, do nothing and con- 
tinue the Tour, provided that you own an 
oil well. 

There were many less traumatic 
mechanical problems. Here they are, in no 
particular order, plus comments and sug- 
gestions. 

8: Failed generators. There were two 
or three of these. If the commutator looks 
halfway decent, it can be cleaned with 
abrasive paper. Check the brushes for seat- 
ing and freedom of movement. A 
matchstick under the brush spring may 
restore contact and get you home. 

9: Faulty charging switches. There 
were a few of these. The contact 
mechanism is less than adequate, and may 
benefit from cleaning. One car’s switch 
would work only if held in by hand. If it 
can’t be made to work, bridge the contacts 
(see your wiring diagram) or charge the 
battery every night using your handy port- 
able charger. and an extension cord out of 
the motel window. 

10: Exploding batteries. There is no 
automatic control of battery charging on 
your Silver Ghost. The charging switch is 
‘on’ or ‘off’. Most of us leave the charging 
switch on but during long, high speed runs, 
the continuous charging will electrolyse 
away a lot of battery water. You will then 
have to top up the battery at very frequent 
intervals. Be aware that overcharging 
produces bubbles (gassing) which are a 
mixture of two parts of hydrogen and one 
part of oxygen. Do not use your cigarette 
lighter to check your battery fluid level or 
the hydrogen and oxygen may recombine 
explosively (remember the Hindenberg?). 
This is why your battery box should be 
ventilated with a small hole or two at the 
top to allow the hydrogen to travel harm- 
lessly skywards. 

11: Fan/radiator problems 

a) Edwardian and veteran SG chassis 
are quite flexible, and if your fan is close 
to your radiator, driving at an angle up a 
steep bank can result in the fan blades 
scraping against the radiator core. This 
happened to a WGT driver, but he was 
lucky. The fanblades just scuffed the 
radiator tubes and no leaks occurred. The 
cure is to make sure that the fan blades 
have adequate clearance or avoid steep 
banks. It is a good idea to use reinforced 
blades with an extra layer of aluminium 
where they join the fan hub. It did not occur 
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on this Tour, but every so often a plain 
blade snaps off at the hub at speed and 
gives Tour participants the amusing photo 
opportunity of a blade protruding through 
a bonnet. 

b) Two SGs did not cross the gap be- 
tween the flatcars successfully when 
loading at Adelaide. A front-end loader 
lifted these vehicles back to safety and 
thereafter we were all very careful when 
driving between flatcars. No damage 
seemed to have been done but when one 
was restarted there was a horrible grinding 
noise. The fall had bent the front undertray, 
which then scraped against the crank- 
handle boss. The cure was to bend the 
undertray back. Thank heavens for soft 
aluminium! 

13: In deference to Rolls-Royce prac- 
tice, there is no problem No. 13. 

14: Broken spring ‘U’ bolt. There was 
a second ‘U’ bolt fracture. In this case its 
partner remained intact so the car could be 
driven, slowly, back to town. This being a 
country town, there was no problem find- 
ing someone to make areplacement within 
the hour, for a few dollars. The owner, an 
overseas visitor accustomed to paying big 
bucks just for a repair quote, was 
astonished. 

15: Failed starter buttons. Two starter 
buttons failed to operate. The button, when 
depressed, pushes an ebonite or fibre rod 
against a spring which joins some contacts 
to activate the starter. The rod apparently 
wears and fails to do this. A short length 
of a) wooden rod, or b) a plastic dental 
mirror handle make excellent substitutes. 
If you know what you are doing, this is a 
15 minute repair. 

16: Fuel problems 

a) Whenever your Silver Ghost is put 
to bed, turn the fuel tap to ‘Off’. If there 
should be, Heaven forbid, a fire, heat will 
not then be able to expand the fuel/vapour, 
force fuel from the tank to the carburetter 
and perhaps add ‘fuel to the fire’. It follows 
that when you start the car in the moming, 
you must first turn the fuel tap to ‘on’. If 
you are not in the habit of doing this, you 
may not realise that some other person may 
have, and this was the case on The Ghan, 
where the loaders though it was prudent to 
turn all fuel taps to ‘off’ for the duration of 
the train journey. Several owners thought 
they had fuel blockages until they noted or 
were shown that the fuel tap was in the 
‘off’ position. One owner who forgot that 
his car had two fuel taps had a real prob- 
lem-solving exercise. 


b) The SG has two adjustable carburet- 
ter jets, ‘low’ and ‘high’ speed. These 
provide an infinite variety of settings, only 
one of which is correct, and that, in itself, 
is variable! The car will run acceptably if 
these jets are set more or less where they 
should be, but when set, they should, ideal- 
ly, keep that setting. On a number of 
occasions, knowledgeable SG owners ad- 
justed the jets on carburetters for other 
owners less endowed. Later still other 
knowledgeable owners could see that the 
settings were incorrect, and adjust them 
yet again. The problem, dear reader, was 
that the locking bolts for the jets were tight, 
but not locking, and the carefully set jets, 
which were correct at the time, went out of 
adjustment the moment the driver altered 
the steering column setting. It is important, 
when adjusting carburetter jets, to make 
sure the locking screw locks the jets or you 
need not have bothered helping out in the 
first place. 

17: Difficult starting. If your SG has 
been running beautifully but is difficult to 
start the next day it is short on 1) fuel or 2) 
spark. To correct 1), prime the manifold by 
hand or pump, as it says in the Handbook. 
To correct 2), check the spark at the input 
lead of the distributor. If the spark is good, 
check at a plug. In several cases, veteran 
SGs failed to start because the inside of the 
distributor was contaminated with carbon, 
diverting the spark to ground. Cleaning out 
the carbon dust solved the problem. If 
there is no spark at all, the points should 
be checked. Several cars had very worn 
points. These were cleaned, and ran the car 
for a few hours, or in one case, minutes, 
then failed. This was because the tungsten 
(or, if your car has original equipment, the 
platinum/iridium points) had worn down 
to base metal (steel or solder). Arcing at 
the points produced oxides which stopped 
the points conducting. The only cure is to 
replace the points. The solution is to carry 
spare points or borrow them from a more 
prudent owner. 

18: Broken exhaust manifold. The 
SG exhaust manifold is of cast alloy and 
rather brittle. A participant’s manifold 
fractured at No | cylinder but was repaired 
successfully using some sheet metal, muf- 
fler putty and a Jubilee clip. 

19. Broken windscreen mount. This 
failed at high speed and was a quite un- 
nerving experience. The top half was 
removed and the driver wore goggles for 
the remainder of the Tour. 

20: Oil line leak. The leak occurred at 
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This Edwardian Silver Ghost was driven at an angle across a ditch and 
up a bank. The chassis flexed and the fan blades made a grazing 
contact with the radiator core, causing a startling noise. The contact 
was light and the tubes did not leak. Early SG chassis are surprisingly 
pliant. Clearances you have when the car is on the flat may disappear 
under stress or torsion. 


The brass “thing” which pressurises pre-1909 Silver Ghost fuel tanks. it receives exhaust gases 
from the rear manifold via the right-hand pipe. Two small pipes are connected to the hand air 
pump and the fuel pressure gauge. The large left-hand pipe pressurises the fuel tank. The small, 
bent pipe leading from the top of the unit was the source of the fuel leak. Up until now, very few 
Rolls-Royce owners, including the writer, knew anything about this “thing” . 


An Alnico (Aluminium-Nickel-Cobalt) bar magnet has been Loctited 
into this brass gearbox drain plug. The magnet has collected from the 
passing oil two types of magnetisable particles — large sharp frag- 
ments of gear steel (top) worn from teeth which have lost their case 
hardening and fine wear particles (middle) from the ball-bearings. The 
magnet postpones bearing failure caused by the gear fragments, and 
gives advance warning of the need for gearbox overhaul. 


the junction of an oil pressure line and the 
oil gauge. It was found that the pipe fitting 
was stainless steel, the pipe copper, and the 
solder “‘soft”. It is extremely difficult to 
soft-solder stainless steel to copper and the 
renowned restorer who did the job should 
have known this. The joint was re-made 
successfully with “hard” silver solder, the 
correct flux and a simple butane torch. 
21: Fuel leaks. There was a serious fuel 
leak from one of the cars when they were 
on display. SG owners learn to ignore such 
situations, but some members of the public 
became quite agitated, so several Tour 
participants attempted to correct the situa- 
tion. The problem was that the leak was 
from a 1908 SG which has the fuel tank 
under the driver’s seat, and, furthermore, 
had no on/off tap. An additional complica- 
tion was that only a handful of people in 
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the whole world understand how the fuel 
system of a 1908 SG actually works. The 
leak was a long way from the fuel line. 
What had happened was that the owner 
had completely filled the fuel tank and 
driven directly to the display area, a dis- 
tance of a few kilometres. He then 
unloaded the car and went to his room. In 
the meantime, the heat of the engine 
warmed the cold fuel which then com- 
pletely filled the tank. Fuel then ran back 
down the line which pressurises the tank. 
Very early SGs get their fuel pressure from 
exhaust gasses via the rear exhaust 
manifold and a brass “thing” which con- 
tains a gauze mesh, two poppet valves, 
inlet and outlet pipes and an overflow pipe. 
Anxious helpers eventually discovered 
that fuel was running from this overflow, 
but had only a vague idea how it got there 
or how to stop it. Opening the fuel filler 
cap allowed the expanded fuel to gush out 
and solved the problem. So, if you are the 
owner of one of the very few surviving 
pre-1909 Silver Ghosts, do not overfill 
your fuel tank, or you may worry the na- 
tives, or worse, have a conflagration. The 
same sort of thing can happen with later 
SGs, but the fuel leak occurs at the four 
way air tap. 

22: Magneto failure. This is an ever 
present hazard for SG owners, and the 
wise, lucky or rich ones carry a spare, 
which, it must be admitted, they will usual- 
ly share with a less fortunate colleague 
who is in need. There was a magneto 
failure which duplicated the Neil Collins 
experience. The centre bolt fractured, but 
a local magneto expert was located who 
made a replacement. Alas, he made it too 
long, the assembly could not be fully 
tightened and the points could not be set 
properly. In addition, the existing points 
were in poor shape. The bolt was short- 
ened, and new points hard-soldered on, a 
simple, roadside operation. The hard part 
is obtaining new points. Johnson Matthey 
now recommend a 90% Platinum, 10% 
Rhodium alloy, which is not cheap. 

23: Petrol tanks 

a) The extra load of two observers and 
their luggage caused a wider than normal 
excursion of the differential of one vehicle, 
which then rubbed against the petrol tank 
and caused a minor leak. This was sealed 
very effectively with a chewed up Minty*. 
An attempt to pull the tank away from the 


* Minty. A popular Australian mint-flavoured 


Sweet. 
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differential, but this produced a serious 
leak. Both leaks were repaired at a very 
well equipped service station using soft 
solder, lots of flux, a very large soldering 
iron, and some clever riveting. Australian 
country garages are often extremely well 
equipped. 

b) Pre-WWI SGs have a small bracket 
on the near side of the petrol tank to stop 
it from swinging on its mounts and break- 
ing the fuel or air lines. This broke on one 
car, was welded, broke again re-welded 
and broke again. Finally a new bracket was 
made. 

24: Tyre problems. The writer’s SG 
has unoriginal 20 inch wheels (fitted, 
nonetheless, by the Company in 1922) 
and, forgive me Oh Lord, 700 x 20 truck 
tyres and tubes. The car had no tyre 
problems on the Tour. They were checked 
before leaving Sydney, and did not require 
air until two weeks after returning to 
Sydney, and then not much. This was not 
the case with a number of Tour par- 
ticipants. Tyre technology has made great 
strides since 1906, and modern cars very 
rarely have flat tyres. Neil Collins had one 
blowout and only two flats on his 16,000 
kilometre odyssey, but he had late type 
split rim wheels and 6.50 x 20 tyres at 35 
psi. He later upped this to 45 psi and the 
tyres ran trouble free thereafter. 

The problems seem to be with the 
beaded-edge tyres fitted to veteran Ghosts. 
One unfortunate participant had nine of 
them let him down, literally and figurative- 
ly, and several others had five or six fail. 
Atacost of many hundreds of dollars each, 
this makes R-R motoring an even more 
expensive hobby than usual. The same 
situation occurred on the ’93 Alpine, 
where tyre problems were predominant. 

Many explanations and recommend- 
ations have been made. Here are some of 
them: 

a) Make sure that the rolled edge of the 
wheel rim is not quite as deep as the groove 
on the bead of the tyres you have pur- 
chased. The rim maker may not have got 
his act together with the tyre maker. 

b) Make sure that the edge of the rim is 
rounded, and not sharp, or it may cut into 
the tyre. 

c) Do not be tempted to paint or 
powder-coat the inside surface of the rim 
to a blinding gloss. If it is rusty or rough, 
so much the better. You need friction be- 
tween the tube and the rim to stop rotary 
motion of tube against rim when you 
accelerate or brake. Without this friction 


you may wring the neck of the valve stem. 

d) Run the tyres at a high pressure. 
Some say 70 pounds per square inch, some 
say 90. It needs to be high to stop the tyre 
from moving relative to the rim, for the 
reason mentioned above. 

25: Tappet noise. The prize for the 
most memorable mechanical operation of 
the WGT goes to the team of experts who 
were confronted with what sounded like 
loud tappet noise, and so diagnosed by the 
cognoscenti present. The team set to work, 
and, fortified occasionally by draughts of 
amber fluid supplied by the owner, reset, 
with great care, the tappet clearances of all 
twelve valves. After an hour or so, the task 
was completed to everyone’s satisfaction, 
and the engine was restarted. Alas, the 
noise was still present. Two other self- 
designated experts then arrived, and 
observed that the noise was not below the 
exhaust manifolds, but above them. 
Graham Mead then pointed out that the 
noise was emanating, not from excessive 
tappet clearance, but from a loose valve 
inspection cover. This was corrected in 
about thirty seconds by tightening it! 

26: Problems with newly restored 
cars and those which have only done the 
occasional parade or wedding in the 
past year. The most seasoned internation- 
al Tourists recommend: do not expect 
these cars to run faultlessly for 3,000 
miles. They will not! Start preparing for 
your long rally several months 
beforehand. Go on short runs, then longer 
runs. Climb some steep hills, and run on 
hot days. Try to start your car on very cold 
days. Do not expect your recently “profes- 
sionally restored” car to run like a new one. 
It most assuredly will not, and those who 
really know would not expect it to. It will 
require some, perhaps many, adjustments 
and modifications, just as it did before R-R 
delivered it new. Finally, join the 
N.R.M.A. or your State equivalent and 
pay the special surcharge. You can then 
relax, knowing that if things go badly 
wrong, you can ship your wounded or 
moribund treasure right back to its home 
garage at no cost, and plan to get it right 
for the next rally. 

27: Manifold gaskets. A common 
problem with Silver Ghosts is leakage of 
exhaust gases where the exhaust manifolds 
meet the blocks. This makes a chuffing 
noise which is annoying but otherwise 
harmless. What is not so harmless is a leak 
where the inlet manifold meets the blocks. 
The resultant lean mixture causes difficult 


starting and uneven running, with the 
attendant possibility of burnt valves or 
pistons. 

Henry Royce designed this part of the 
SG very well indeed. By simply undoing 
six bolts, both inlet and exhaust manifold 
gaskets can be replaced very quickly. But 
Henry did not anticipate two problems: 

a) the exhaust manifolds would change 
shape over the years and fail to match 
accurately the exhaust openings in the 
blocks, and 

b) the front and rear blocks, which 
move apart from each other as the engine 
warms up, places a strain on the copper 
pipe of the inlet manifold, causing a fatigue 
fracture. 

The late Derek du Toit provided the 
solution to problem b). When you replace 
the inlet manifold gaskets, use high heat 
silicone gasket cement to stick them to the 
blocks, and smear the gasket/manifold 
faces with graphite. This ensures that the 
blocks can move as they heat up without 
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straining the inlet manifold. 

Problem a) is different. Several cars on 
the Third Australian Wholly Ghost Tour 
suffered from leaking exhaust manifold 
gaskets which were not of the original 
pattern. Their problem will probably 
recur. Original design gaskets are of one- 
piece folded copper construction filled 
with asbestos or its present day non- 
hazardous equivalent. Some replacements 
are made of two copper discs with asbes- 
tos/equivalent between them and a third 
component, a much smaller U-section of 
copper, holding them together. These can 
allow exhaust gases to find a path to the 
outside, especially if the gasket does not 
match exactly the block and exhaust 
manifold openings due to the afore- 
mentioned change in shape of the exhaust 
manifold, resulting in a ‘blown gasket’. 

If you cannot obtain the original type 
one-piece exhaust manifold gaskets, or 
even if you can but your manifold open- 
ings do not correspond precisely to those 
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in the blocks, go to your local Toyota 
dealer and obtain twelve ‘JE 015’ exhaust 
flange gaskets for about $4 each. The nice 
thing about these is that their larger 
diameter compensates for manifold/block 
misalignment and they are very compres- 
sible, which makes up for any lack of 
parallelism between the manifolds and the 
blocks. These, used in conjunction with 
copper impregnated, heat resistant silicone 
gasket cement, will eliminate all your 
manifold gasket problems. 

If the writer has not recorded your own 
special mechanical problem, do not feel 
neglected, as omission was not intentional. 
You should keep quiet about it, and per- 
haps nobody will ever know. Then, if 
anyone asks you whether your Silver 
Ghost ever requires any repairs or main- 
tenance, put your tongue firmly in your 
cheek and say, with conviction and sin- 
cerity, hand on heart: “No, all I ever do is 
put in petrol, oil and water”. And may The 
Good Lord forgive you. i 


1997 Federal Rally Update 


All is progressing well, with venues 
booked as well as fine weather. Just to 
refresh memories ... 

We will be based at the Esplanade 
Hotel, a newish four star hotel built in 
Federation style, on the Esplanade in the 
middle of bustling, cosmopolitan 
Fremantle. A brilliant, tasteful location 
with secure under cover car parking. 

Thursday night is the Federal Council 
Meeting and dinner. 

Friday has a number of options includ- 
ing visiting the Maritime Museum, the 
Historic Boat Exhibit, the Motor Museum 
and craft village at Whiteman Park or wine 
tasting and picnic in the famous Swan 
Valley. 

Friday night is the Welcoming Party, 
and possibly a late supper at one of the 
huge variety of cafes and restaurants. 

Saturday, the Concours in the grounds 
of the Old Observatory perched above the 
skyline of the City. The Botanic Gardens 
and 1,000 acres of park are three or four 
minutes away. 

Saturday night it’s Jailhouse Rock, an 
exclusive party with a difference inside 
Block D of the convict-built Old Fremantle 


Fremantle, April 4th - 7th, 1997 


Prison. 

From Rock ’n’ Roll we go to Road ’n’ 
Rail on Sunday. Steam train versus PMC, 
a trip to Toodyay with a Casino wagon and 
jazz band. A gourmet sausage sizzle on the 
banks of the Avon River. But there’s 
more... 

That night, the Grand Ball in the 
Governor’s Ballroom at Government 
House. Have your dance cards ready, this 
will be a ritzy affair. Monday morning, 
breakfast at the Surf Club Restaurant 
nestled in the dunes of Leighton Beach. 
This is not the end of the Rally, but the 
beginning of the Southwest Tour. The pace 
will slow down a little. A leisurely three 
hour drive will bring us to Yallingup, 
famous for it’s spectacular coastline, pris- 
tine white beaches and thundering surf. We 
will be spending a few days at Caves 
House, a romantic old hotel, much fre- 
quented by honeymooners. There’s talk of 
a murder mystery night! As we are on the 
edge of the Margaret River region, a few 
days of R & R will be interspersed with 
wine tasting. Wednesday, and further 
south into the tall timber country. Wonder- 
ful, scenic roads will take us to Karri 


Valley Resort. Originally built by the 
Bhagwan, a sprawling complex of timber 
buildings wrapped around an enormous 
trout lake. Some healthy pursuits will be 
available including bushwalks and quiet 
canoe trips, but the majority will probably 
do some touring runs along peaceful wind- 
ing roads through the old timber towns. 
Friday it’s back to reality, time to head 
home. A suggestion for those who might 
be interested is to allow a few more days 
and go back via Albany. As this will now 
be school holidays, early booking is essen- 
tial. 

The Rally is now just over four months 
away. The Overlander is already weil or- 
ganised and interest running high. We 
have sourced a limited number of alternate 
types of accommodation near to Rally HQ, 
including B & Bs and family apartments 
that have up to three bedrooms and two 
bathrooms. These are available on a first 
come first served basis. Please contact Val 
Keogh on 09-293-3635 as soon as 
possible. 

We look forward to seeing you all .., 


The Sandgropers 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


RS sane RLE Ra PRE RRUMOI  mS 
1913 Silver Ghost (2583) L-E model Peels 
tourer. One family for 36 years. Very original 
chassis with all correct components as per 
build sheets. Known history since arrival here 
in the 1920s. Currently fitted with a c.1913 
Peels torpedo tourer, recently repainted, new 
hood. CAV lighting system and switchbox, 
Model F headlights original to chassis. 
Original firewall, drip-tray and tools. Mechani- 
cal refurbishment following on a major rebuild 
in the 1960s. | have letters from the late Bert 
Ward regarding the car’s history. Roadworthy 
and registered. $375,000. Achalen Holmes 
055-79-8507 or FAX 055-79-8502 


1920 Silver Ghost (62CW) George Williams 
brougham de ville. Maroon and black. Blue- 
grey (silvery) deep-buttoned leather 
upholstery, oyster grey buttoned velvet trim, 
French silk curtains. Cocktail cabinet with 
crystal decanters and glasses, bud vases, 
coach clock. Complete original toolkit. 
Mechanical work by Bert Ward. $300,000. H. 
Williams 06-252-7085 (business hours) 


1922 Springfield Silver Ghost (154BG) 
Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works ‘Pall Mall’ 
tourer. Extremely original coachwork, not a 
replica. Leather upholstery and canvas 
hood/curtains in excellent condition. Has won 
the E.J. Vidler Shield for Age & Authenticity 
on four occasions. Performed reliably on all 
three Australian Wholly Ghost Tours. 
$200,000. Ted Hudson 02-9816-4295 


1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landau- 
lette. Adelaide delivery new. Believed very 
low mileage. Rare opportunity to acquire an 
extremely authentic 4-wheel brake Silver 
Ghost with original coachwork. Both reliable 
and useable. $280,000 o.n.o. Keith Wherry 
02-299-7455 (w) 02-331-3129 (h) 


Cars For Sale 


1925 Phantom | (31HC) Barker sedanca 
coupé (1932). “The first privately owned car 
and the only Rolls-Royce ever supercharged 
and dry-sumped”. This was carried out by the 
late Amherst Villiers of Vauxhall, ‘Bluebird’ 
and Bentley fame. Have all R-R chassis 
records to 1939. Body restored 1983, 4,000 
km. since engine rebuild 1996. Also includes 
best part of spare engine. Winner of many 
‘Ladies’ Choice’ and ‘Public Choice’ at World 
Rally, Canberra, 1988. $185,000. Will con- 
sider trade involving 25/30, Silver Dawn, 
Cloud or Shadow. Dick Donnelly 
02-9997-2477 or FAX 02-9997-7892 


1927 Phantom I (27RF) Martin & King long 
wheelbase limousine. Attractive coachwork 
in ‘Malaga’ with black wings. Body-off res- 
toration. Perfect plating and woodwork. 
Chassis card, handbook, parts book. 
$125,000. Will consider later model with cash 
adjustment. Boyd Rasmussen 07 1-51-4067 
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1934 Bentley 314 Litre (B8CR) Park Ward 
‘Light Town & Country’ saloon. Two owners 
only. Sun-roof, full tool kit. Body excellent. 
Very original. $70,000. Geoffrey Goodman 
048-68-3581 (‘phone & FAX) 


1934 Phantom Il Continental (24SK) Park 
Ward sports touring saloon. In remarkably 
good, original condition. Late model 
Continental with all modifications including 
camshaft. Ex-John Altmann Collection and 
extremely well maintained. $140,000. Ted 
Hudson 02-9816-4295 


Cars For Sale 


wie esti J 
1932 20/25 (GBT41) Arthur Mulliner D-back 
limousine. Very original, mechanically sound, 
runs smoothly. Nice features such as original 
leather interior, riveted bonnet, sliding roof in 
rear compartment, Brooks trunk, division, 
microphone, original handbook, complete 
toolkit. Documented history, last owner 18 
years. $49,500 o.n.o. Max Cuypers 
09-383-1467 (h) 09-346-2683 (w) 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (Bi82EY) James Young 
two-door coupé. Shell Grey over Tudor Grey. 
Restored 1983 and in excellent condition 
bodily and mechanically. One of only four 
made in this body style. Many custom fittings 
such as flasks and glasses. All tools, hand- 
book and workshop manual. $45,000 o.n.o. 
Bob Skillen 06-288-0676 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B375GT) names young 
two-door Clubman coupé. Total engine over- 
haul just completed, genuine R-R com- 
ponents. Sound mechanically. Drives 
extremely well. $35,000. Mark Smith 
09-383-7 147 or mobile 015-19-0203 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (LCC9) Long Wheel- 
base saloon. Mason's Black over Café au Lait 
with beige leather interior. A rare car, one of 
101 of the Iwb model without division. 
Receipts showing details of complete res- 
toration. 26 pages R-R chassis cards/build 
records. Superb condition. Inspection will 


delight. $66,000. David Edwards 
03-9876-4288 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1960 Bentley S2 (B322AM) Body in good 
condition. Interior condition excellent with 
new headlining and repolished woodwork to 
rear. Runs very well. Ideal wedding car. 
$25,000 or offer. Geoffrey May 03-9593-1177 
or 0418-39-3614 
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1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX727) two-tone 
grey, beige interior. $37,500. Also 1958 
Silver Cloud | (SGE356) two-tone grey, grey 
interior. $27,500. Tom Johnston Motors Pty 
Ltd. LVD 45736/9. 13 Stirling Street., 
Thebarton, S.A. 08-8234-5600 


1964 Silver Cloud Ill (SGT275) Astral Blue 
over Shell Grey. Original car with air con- 
ditioning, original toolkit and handbook. 
70,000 miles. Great condition. A.C.T. reg. 
H327. $48,500. T. Leavitt 06-292-4421 


1971 Silver Shadow (SRH10841) Brown with 
beige Everflex roof, beige leather. 137,000 
miles. Engine rebuild 1994, recent full service 
of hydraulics. Excellent mechanically, 
bodywork in very good condition. A nice ex- 
ample of the model. $31,000. lan Sykes 
06-230-2924 (‘phone & FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1972 Corniche (DRH12021) Mulliner Park 
Ward Two-door Saloon. Mediterranean Blue, 
dark blue Everflex roof, blue hide interior. 
Electric sunroof, whitewall tyres, excellent 
chrome. Present owner last ten years. 
Serviced regularly. $45,000. Daryl Tempest 
063-43-2235 (‘phone & FAX) 


1973 Corniche (DRH12233) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Seychelles Blue over Mid- 
night Blue. This immaculate car has won an 
award in every concours entered in the past 
two years, in South Australia, New South 
Wales and at the recent Wollongong Federal 
Rally. Regularly driven, comprehensively ser- 
viced by John Vawser. Digital ‘phone, CD 
player, full four-volume workshop manual, 
handbook (copy). Owner seduced by 
another car! $120,000. Roger Gibson 
02-9918-6269 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH13382) New silver 
over maroon paint, light grey hide. All Factory 
options. Good, sound condition. Reg. (N.S.W.) 
RR-2237. $27,500 o.n.o. Also 1979 Silver 
Shadow II (SRH36207) New Shell Grey paint, 
light blue hide. Handbook, record book, full 
toolkit. U.K. delivery. Maintained to highest 
standard by Dave Thomas. 44,800 miles. One 
of the best. $47,500 o.n.o. Interested in swap- 
ping both cars for Mulsanne Turbo, Silver Spirit 
or Silver Spur with cash adjustment. R. Cebula 
02-630-7356 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour prints 
are perfectly acceptable. Please do not 
send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Cars For Sale 


1976 Silver Shadow (SRH26364) Walnut over 
Ivory with dark brown (VM890) leather. Handles 
beautifully, only 70,000 km. recorded. Very 
good condition. Original toolkit and handbook. 
$39,000 neg. Derek Davis 07-3344-2566 all 
hours 


Parts For Sale 


Phantom |. Have sold mine and have the 
following left-over bits to sell at low (best offer) 
prices: 2 x H/D spring steel bumpers, need 
plating; Lucas SLR700S spotlight; s/n fan 
blades; MTL to make new blades and simple 
form tools to make new blades; 6 x s/h 
pistons, rings, gudgeons, .055" o/size, could 
be skimmed to .030-.040" etc., suitable for 
iron head engine. Other minor bits — 
brackets, handles, etc. Roy MacKenzie 
03-9878-4351 


Locking door handle for R-type or long-boot 
Silver Dawn, less tock. (This is also the boot 
handle for Mk VI/short-boot Silver Dawn.) $60. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Complete ignition switch for 20/25, minus key. 
Terry Bruce 03-9977-2973 


Bentley Mk VI 41% Litre spares: reconditioned 
cylinder head (bare), crack-tested, excellent, 
$2,000; chromed grille and louvres, $2,500; 
all body panels, body shell, glass, some inte- 
rior and jewellery, front and rear ends. 
Winged-'B’ mascot and cap, excellent 
reproduction, chromed gunmetal, $275. Lots 
more, just ask. Simon Reed 074-85-3003 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: Original Dunlop jack and headlights 
(preferably 12° Marchal) for 1935 Derby 
Bentley; 7" or 9" post-mounted Stephen 
Grebel spotlamp. Julian Walter 09-385-1024 
or FAX 09-383-3523 


Wanted: Bentley Mk VI ignition lock, if neces- 
sary the complete switchbox. Terry Bruce 
03-9977-2973 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 1920 Silver Ghost 32EE (see 
P.3-96, p.2752): Lucas dash switch plate 
only, 3-hole type; exhaust nut, pipe to 
manifold; Bosch magneto lock ring plus pin 
and blocks; U-channel for clutch fork; oil pipe, 
pump to mains plus nuts; crankshaft main 
drive pulley; manifold bridge clamps; oil and 
fuel pressure gauges (both lost following 
death of Geoff Johnston — help please); oil 
filter cap, brass; 21" split rim band (Dunlop 
wire); pipe and fittings for thrust cylinder 
walls. Dave Simpson, P.O. Box 8149, Alice 
Springs, N.T. 0871. 


Literature For Sale 


Handbook for Silver Shadow and Bentley T 
Series. Red cover, first edition. Very good 
condition. $120. 07-3263-8696 after hours 


Wiring diagrams exactly as in Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley handbooks (not reprints) for the 
following models: Silver Ghost, 20/25 (early), 
20/25 (GAF onwards), 25/30 (early), 25/30 
(late, with starter button on switchbox), 
Phantom ItIl, Bentley 314 Litre, Bentley 4% 
Litre to LE series (quote chassis number), 
Bentley Mk VI (early), Silver Dawn (quote 
chassis number), Silver Wraith (some series 
only, quote chassis number). $10 each plus 
$5 post & packing (any number). Martin 
Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, 
N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: 048-29-7 140 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Literature Wanted 


Phantom II (No. IX) and Phantom Ili (No.XIl) 
original handbooks; any other original pre- 
war handbooks. Julian Walter 09-385-1024 or 
FAX 09-383-3523 


Services 


Jonathan White makes by hand the finest 
quality brass number plate frames with either 
glass or Perspex insert. Mirror finished 
chrome plate. Any size frame can be made. 
$65 per pair, postage & handling extra. | also 
make one-off mascots and small brass fit- 
tings, hand-made, carved from solid brass. 
059-88-8060 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 

Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 
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LMARR DISK,LTD 8 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 27 Years 
Revealead!! 


; INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 


-ately available, and atreasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
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___ PRAIXCLARVM 

Display Advertising 

If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Advertisements may be submitted in camera-ready form 
or typeset and laid out to your requirements on the Club’s 
computer system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 


Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 

New South Wales 2580 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 
¢ UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Dally. 


« Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. ’Phone/FAX: (048) 297140 


WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 

O.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


| 
PLACEMENT 
ARTS CO. 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages « Glass e 
workshop Manuals « Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


RH 10003 Oil Filter + Gaskets 1966 thru 1977 $13.(Auth., not repro.!) 

Full Flow Oil Filter, 1951 thru 1955, Auth. Brit. Filter Supersession $17. 

Badge Bars 22” Straight or Bent, Hi Quality $69., Clips $8. 

Tail Light Lens-Auth. Lucas, Cld/S, PV, Shadow, Corniche. (Inquire) 

Air Filter, Cld/S-2,3,PV, Cont. $14., Power Steering Filter, Cld/S, PV, Cont. $12.50 
Cld.S-1 Rear Wheel Cyl. Kit (2 req. per car) $34.ea. (delivered to your door) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $Aus., no problem. 
international shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. 


PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) 


FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 


(MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
VILLA RICA, GA 
30180 U.S.A. 


2839 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 
Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


bo 
F otts Reyer 
Bentley } 
LT 


Neil McLean Automotives — 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 
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PHONE FOR.A QUOTE ON; 


Melbourne Adelaide Perth Sydney Brisbane Hobart Darwin 
(03) 9584 7266 (08) 294 9000 (09) 479 3555 (02) 9587666 (07) 892 2776 (002) 238 333 (089) 852 477 


Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Insurer: Sun Alliance and Royal Insurance Australia Limited. ACN 005 297 807 
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ROLLS 


McMiullan 
Prestige 


Car Repairs Pty Ltd 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 


Personal Service 


McMillan’s take pleasure in maintaining personal relationships with their 
customers and express this in many useful auxiliary services. 


Coachwork At McMillan’s all body renovations and repairs are undertaken. 

Renovations and The highest standard of workmanship and material is maintained 

Repairs throughout. Customers’ cars are gladly collected and delivered where 
desired. 


Insurance Repairs Comprehensive repair equipment, full Factory backing and an excellent 
rapport with Insurance Companies Australia-wide ensure peace of mind. 


Upholstery repairs From the smallest repair to complete interior refurbishment, McMillan’s offer 
the highest standard in workmanship and materials. 


Woodwork Interior timber refurbishments finished to the highest original standard, minor 
Refurbishment repairs, accident damage repairs to exacting perfection. 


Concours Detailing Expert attention is given to every aspect of the motor car's coachwork, 
ensuring the highest standards of finish. 


The Measure of Excellence 


Telephone: (02) 9744 5111 Facsimile: (02) 9744 5517 
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